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From the Editor’s Desk 


hil Spence (with Ed Wilson) have compiled a major paper on their efforts 
breeding “temperature tolerant” but tropical looking Dendrobium hybrids. 
Phil has had access to many rare alpine Dendrobium species from New Guinea 
that he is using in the project. He has been a prolific hybridist over the years, 
having the knack of gaining success out of sometimes unlikely combinations. 
Most importantly, he is committed to propagating these rare species and mak- 
ing them available to the wider orchid community. We can thank Phil for bring- 
ing into cultivation and popularising such outstanding species as Dendrobium 
convolutum and Dendrobium alexandrae. 

Eric Christenson has provided a number of short papers for this issue. One 
relates to the reclassification for the popular orchid previously known as 
Oncidium phymatochilum. This is the first published English version of this 
paper. Here I must also thank Eric Hunt, Walter Teague and Ron Parsons, all 
of San Francisco California, who arranged the close-up photograph at very 
short notice! The day after I was sent that image, I attended the Orchid 
SPECIES (NSW) Christmas Party, and there was the finest specimen of this 
species that I had seen. It was expertly grown by Cary Polis, and photos of this 
plant also appear in this issue. Eric has also provided additional notes on some 
Phalaenopsis species and makes the first documented recording of a rare 
colour form of a popular New Guinea Dendrobium. It is also the first time that 
colour photographs of this find have been published. Continuing on the 
Dendrobium theme, we also have a new species from the Philippines described 
in this issue. 

The recent WA Orchid Spectacular and Conference was a most successful 
event. A report and a number of photos appear in this issue. The next 
Australian Orchid Council (AOC) Conference is being held in Port Macquarie, 
NSW 19-23 July 2006, only a few months away. A star-studded list of speak- 
ers will delight, entertain and educate registrants over a broad range of orchi- 
daceous topics. The following AOC Conference will be held in Melbourne in 
2009. Surely Western Australia should be awarded the one after that. 

The 2005 Ira Butler Awards were recently announced. The Gold Ira Butler 
Trophy 2005, for the Champion Australian Native Orchid Hybrid of the Year 
has been awarded to Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise ‘Diana’, owned 
by Lloyd Perryman of Victoria. The Bill Murdoch Trophy 2005, for the 
Champion Australian Species of the Year has been awarded to Dendrobium 
speciosum ‘Heather’, owned by Ron and Heather Campbell of NSW. 

When will this drought be broken? Most parts of Australia are still caught 
up in very dry conditions with the ever present threat of bushfires as well. New 
Years Day was the hottest day that Sydney had experienced since 1939, and 
the second hottest on record. At Northmead and Seven Hills, we recorded a 
fiery 47.5°C (117.5°F) in the shadehouse. That’s the air temperature in the 
shade! It’s amazing to see what can (and what can’t) handle such extreme dry 
heat, when coupled with low (9%) humidity. Obviously most of the flowers 
themselves just collapsed, and in the case of a Vanda coerulea and a 
Paphiopedilum Susan Booth (a P. rothschildianum hybrid) the blooms actually 
“melted”! There were many plants with scorched leaves, with some stanho- 
peas, maxillarias and coelogynes suffering the most. But it is amazing how 
resilient they are and will quickly bounce back. Does that mean that we will be 
in for a colder than normal winter? 

And yet some people still don’t believe in global warming. a 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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Dendrobium alexandrae & D. spectabile 


A New Direction with 
Dendrobium Hybrids 


Ox” of the big problems of growing 

orchids in the temperate and cooler 

zones has been the inability to grow 

“tropical looking” exhibition 

Dendrobiums without a heated 

glasshouse. This problem has now been 

solved by using alpine New Guinea 
species of Section Latouria as a base for 
producing cold-growing cut flower and 

potential exhibition Dendrobiums. A 

range of crosses with these alpine species 

has now been made to generate a base 
gene bank for the future. breeding of 
potential flowers equivalent to the exist- 
ing cut-flower hybrids. 

In field trials over the last five years 
we have been able to: 

1. Hybridize and raise orchid seedlings 
from alpine Dendrobiums of the 
Latouria Group with known cut 
flower Dendrobiums and other poten- 
tial clones, including some Australian 
Dendrobium species; 

2. Produce seedling by tissue culture 


by Phil Spence and Ed Wilson 


methods and processes; 

3. Remove seedlings from in vitro cul- 
ture and establish in community pots; 

4. Pot on and observe developing 
seedlings vigour and temperature tol- 
erance; 

5. Flower and test for flower perfor- 
mance and potential; 

6. Select and clone superior plants that 
have cut flower potential in a cold 
climate. 

Phil Spence had established a gene 
pool of selected plants built up over 30 + 
years. Over this time he had established 
contact with interstate and internation- 
ally accredited breeders and collectors 
throughout the world who have gener- 
ously provided pollen or plants as 
needed, with overseas material being 
imported via quarantine (a painful exer- 
cise). Ed Wilson came in to assist Phil 
with this project in 2003, on his retire- 
ment from Community Relations at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney. Some of 


the key plants used were as follows: 


New Guinea Alpine Species 

New Guinea alpine species of the 
Latouria Group were considered to pro- 
vide the best breeding lines. New Guinea 
alpine species are rare in cultivation as 
they cannot now be exported due to 
CITES international laws. The plants 
that we have used have either been 
imported prior to CITES laws or have 
been raised from seed. These species 
have the potential to introduce cold-tol- 
erance, fragrance, long flower life, and 
interesting colours into their hybrids as 
spelt out by Rudolph Schlechter (one of 
the original botanists to describe most of 
the species of German New Guinea). 
There is a range of species that we are 
testing, but the following four species 
have been identified as having great 
potential: 
Dendrobium rigidifolium This species 
comes for an altitude of 2,300 — 3,800 
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metres. The particular clone was col- 
lected in the late 1960s on top of Mount 
Sctatchley, one hour helicopter time 
north east from Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea. Inflorescence up to 20, 4.5 
centimetre blooms, white flushed with 
purple, with a purple and yellowish lip. 
Flowers last for four to five months and 
plants can flower two to three times in a 
single year. Each pseudobulb is capable 
of producing progressively up to ten 
inflorescences. This species can con- 
tribute to wet-tolerance in the colder time 
of the year. Phil’s specimen is one of the 
few known plants of this species in culti- 
vation in the world. 

Dendrobium terrestre This species 
comes from an altitude of 2,000 to 2,800 
meters (like the last species this was col- 
lected by Phil Spence in the 1960s) from 
Mount Ambua near Tari in the Enga 
Province, New Guinea, after trekking to 
the top of the mountains where its habi- 
tat is moss forest and peat bogs. The 
plant is similar to the above, except for 
the fact that the flowers are white-orange 
spotted in magenta. This species fre- 
quents both habitats and is very difficult 
to cultivate through Sydney summers, 
but gives cold tolerance to its hybrids. 
Dendrobium engae This relatively 
recently discovered species (1979, previ- 
ously known as Dendrobium ‘Pike’s 
Special’ when collected) comes from 
2,000 — 3,500 meters and is totally epi- 
phytic and was collected in four different 
localities: Wabag, Enga Province, Mount 
Obree, Northern Province, Wau-Bulolo 
Mountains, Morobe Province, and Myola 
(Kokoda_ Trail), Northern Province. 
Plants were accessed by landing in small 
planes on difficult airstrips and walking 
for a short time to several days in diffi- 
cult terrain. Plants grow on Nothofagus 
sp. and frequent the high well-exposed 
branches of the trees. This species has 
inflorescences that can carry up to 18 
large white-yellow-green flowers (from 
5-7 cms), highly sweet-perfumed. Each 
flower can last more than two months in 
good conditions. Flowers are produced 
from mid December through to late 
January. Flower colour is not dominant 
when crossed with purples or whites. 
Until two years ago Phil felt that the heat 
through the Sydney-region summer was 
not a problem, but many of his mature 
plants had their lead growths boil to pulp 
overnight in heat wave conditions and a 
whole season of seed capsules was lost. 
Dendrobium cruttwellii This species 
was previously known as Sayeria par- 
doxa. It took a long time to clarify its 
nomenclature. It comes from an altitude 
of 1,500 — 2,400 meters, is totally epi- 
phytic within the lower canopy, in dense 
moss-forests and is constantly dripping 
with water for 80% of each day. It is a 
miniature plant with a very thin and wire- 
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Dendrobium alexandrae 


Dendrobium 
engae ‘Myola’ 


Dendrobium forbesii 


| 4.%, 


Dendrobium geotropum plant 


Dendrobium geotropum 


Dendrobium johnsoniae 


like inflorescence of 5-12 flowers which 
is extremely strong. The flowers are ice- 
white/green (3-4 cms) with very good 
texture and substance. This moisture-tol- 
erance makes culture of the hybrids 
potentially easier to help them survive 
wet and cold periods in the Sydney win- 
ters. These wet periods on normal plants 
cause root rot. An extremely important 
advantage of this species is in dwarfing 
the plant size while retaining productiv- 
ity. 
Australian Species 

Three well-known Australian 
Dendrobium species have also been iden- 
tified as having good potential at this 
point: 
Dendrobium speciosum This widely dis- 
tributed group has many subspecies/vari- 
eties that can contribute many different 
attributes to this breeding program. For 
example D. speciosum subsp. speciosum 
(the type form) has southern forms that 
tolerate snow and frost. On the downside 
the plants are slow-growing and large. 
Hybrids from this species within the 
Section Dendrocoryne (with most mem- 
bers recently reclassified within the 
genus Thelychiton) are slow-growing, 
but if hybridised with the Section 
Latouria they are considerably faster 
growing. D. speciosum subsp. grandiflo- 
rum has rich golden flowers of good size 
and number count on a strong inflores- 
cence. On the downside plants are 
extremely large. D. speciosum subsp. 
curvicaule has dwarf psuedobulbs and 
long peduncles which are both desirable 
factors. D. speciosum subsp. peduncula- 
tum has miniature bulbs, strong erect 
inflorescences which also have a longer 
peduncle. The sepals and petals are 
almost devoid of any twisting, and the 
individual segments are wider and more 
rounded. D. speciosum subsp. hillii pro- 
duces a hundred-plus smallish flowers on 
an inflorescence. Its potential at this 
point has never been tapped, and has to 
be tested out. All members of the D. spe- 
ciosum complex have strong perfume on 
warm sunny days. They are very temper- 
ature-tolerant and require very little 
maintenance, in one word, hardy, and 
have great potential for exterior land- 
scape gardening. 
Dendrobium bigibbum complex: Select 
clones of Dendrobium lithocola (previ- 
ously D. bigibbum var. compactum) 
which have been line-bred in northern 
Australia and Hawaii are superior to 
wild-collected plants. Colour has been 
intensified and sports have appeared with 
white flowers with black-violet lips (by 
Miyamoto in Hawaii). These plants need 
low heat and an extended dry season. 
Individual plants produce several inflo- 
rescences of large rounded and well- 
placed flowers. From early experiments 
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this species when crossed has a one-gen- 
eration potential to produce cold-tolerant 
plants that have commercial potential. 
An early cross that Phil made (D. litho- 
cola x D. falcorostrum = D. Colonial 
Maid, see later), has well placed long- 
lasting flowers on a dwarf plant. With 
selected clones that have now been 
acquired we are starting to set pods with 
these clones. Dendrobium bigibbum var. 
bigibbum has similar results to the above 
but produces tall-growing plants that 
require a short dry season throughout the 
winter. New growths are susceptible to 
rot during the winter period. Dendrobium 
phalaenopsis (the true ‘Cooktown 
Orchid”) has the largest flowers within 
this group but requires tropical condi- 
tions (including monsoonal rains and dry 
season) to cultivate. 

Dendrobium falcorostrum This slow- 
growing species has extreme cold and 
heat tolerance as it will flower with the 
base of the plant buried in snow. Superior 
clones have been identified with flowers 
twice the size of normal plants. Flowers 
have a unique pleasant perfume. (See 
later reference to D. Colonial Maid). 

A fourth species commonly accepted as 
another good parent is Dendrobium 
tetragonum. From Phil’s experience this 
group of species are not recommended as 
their offspring carry the bad genes like 
spotting in the leaves, short-lived flow- 
ers, and out of balance to the vertical in 
the floral segments to name a few. These 
dominant genes are still being seen in 
third and forth generation hybrids. 


Field Trials 

Seedlings were deflasked and placed 
in community pots, then subsequently 
planted out into individual pots, and 
placed in the shade house to cull for cool- 
tolerance by survival and vigour. This 
was the basis of our first lot of field tri- 
als, and plants withstood temperatures 
(in their first winter) of two nights of 
down to minus three degrees Celsius. 
Only the odd seedling was lost. This did 
not appear to be from fungal attack. We 
believe that these seedlings were lost 
because they had favoured the hot grow- 
ing gene. A high percentage of surviving 
plants are growing much faster than 
expected. Control groups were grown 
under glasshouse conditions. These have 
grown exceptionally well. Several indi- 
vidual seedlings are further advanced in 
bush house conditions but on average 
bush house seedlings are less advanced. 

One of Phil’s early crosses that led us 
to believe such cold-tolerant plants could 
be bred was that of Dendrobium lithocola 
‘Monti’ (bigibbum var. compactum) onto 
Dendrobium falcorostrum. Only three 
plants germinated from two seed cap- 
sules. The capsules were scraped and 
chaff was flasked to achieve this result. 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2006 


Dendrobium polysema 


Dendrobium rigidifolium 


Dendrobium shirashii 


& 
Dendrobium tapiniense 


Dendrobium terrestre 


The plants were squat and grew cold and 
flowered within two years, with inflores- 
cences of one to three per pseudobulb, 
carrying up to ten 5-6 cm flowers each. 
Flowers were lightly perfumed and 
devoid of the D. lithocola keel or men- 
tum. Sepals and petals were nearly as 
filled in as D. lithocola. The labellum 
was almost identical to that of D. litho- 
cola. The colour is darker than D. litho- 
cola, and more uniform, with a white 
pollen cap. This cross was registered as 
D. Colonial Maid. Attempts at self-polli- 
nation and outward crosses were unsuc- 
cessful so it was decided to clone this 
plant. 

A mature growth was removed and 
aerials were induced by hormonal induc- 
tion on D. Colonial Maid ‘Verity’. When 
growths reached the right stage they were 
excised, sterilised, and put in vitro. 
Several growths were lost because of 
contamination. Three were successful. 
Once they started to grow they were 
removed and placed in liquid media and 
agitated on a shaker causing the growths 
to proliferate. Once enough protocorms 
were developed they were divided and 
reintroduced to more liquid culture ves- 
sels and put back on the shaker. 
Advanced protocorms were then placed 
on solid media and clearly differentiated 
into seedlings, which were then placed 
into community pots, and then into sepa- 
rate pots, and we now have about a thou- 
sand clones nearing flowering size. The 
main reasons for selecting this cross 
were: 

1. Speed of flowering, 
2. Perfume, 
3. Colour and presentation, 
3. Flowers longer-lasting than both par- 
ents, 
4. Good display of flowers on inflores- 
cence, 
. Cold-resistant, 
. Cut flowers do not entangle because 
of the absence of a keel. 
Another early cross with pot plant 
potential (and performing well on the 
showbench) was Dendrobium Aussie 
Pink (Dendrobium cruttwellii x 
Dendrobium phalaenopsis), made and 
registered by Phil Spence in 1982). The 
best clone of D. Aussie Pink was also 
back cut. The reason for back cutting 
(and only using the back cut) is to main- 
tain the stock plant without loss. Five 
back cuts were established and seven 
new growths were produced. Five were 
excised and put on solid sterile media in 
vitro. Only three survived. Once it was 
established that initiated growths were 
sterile they were transferred to liquid 
media and placed on the shaker. Only 
two have survived this process but are 
looking good at this stage. As cloning 
goes this is a good result. This tissue was 
then divided for the first time, and five 
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culture vessels placed on the shaker, with 
each vessel containing one piece of tis- 
sue which started to multiply. 

The first seedling of a second genera- 
tion hybrid from D. Aussie Pink x D. 
Polar Queen (a Section Phalaenanthe 
hybrid) has now flowered. These exquis- 
ite flowers were a very pleasant surprise 
as they have retained most of the good 
characters of D. Aussie Pink, increased 
in size and intensity of colour. The sur- 
prise was that the dorsal and especially 
the ventral segments are extremely wide 
and the rest of the flower has excellent 
substance and texture. The inflorescence 
has a very long peduncle which again is 
a very desirable factor as it enables the 
flowers to be well cleared of the plant. 

Three earlier crosses were also 
selected for cloning and cut back to 
establish divisions. 

They were (D. Aussie’s Cocktail (D. 
engae x D. Sand Cay) and D. Aussie’s 
Pearl (D. engae x D. Jaquelyn Thomas). 
These divisions have been separated and 
once the plants are established a new 
growth will be excised, and hopefully 
cloning will be successful. A third earlier 
hybrid of D. terrestre x D. phalaenopsis 
has produced magnificent flowers. This 
has been an inspirational cross (for a pri- 
mary hybrid) that has inspired Phil to 
carry on his work in this direction. 


Cold-growing “Stepping-stone” 
Crosses 

Stepping-stone crosses combine good 
and bad attributes of plants. Progeny 
with the best attributes of both parents 
(that are vigorous, have good shaped 
flowers, have inflorescence that takes the 
flowers as far away as possible away 
from the foliage) are selected, not for 
exhibition purposes, but as stepping 
stones in producing a superior second 
generation. Such plants are identified 
with an asterisk (*). 

The following crosses have been 
achieved: 

D. engae x D. rhodostictum* 

D. engae x D. forbesii* 

D. engae x D. tapiniense* 

D. engae x D. shiraishii* 

D. tapineinse x D. johnsoniae* 

D. johnsoniae x D. geotropum*. 

Dendrobium geotropum is exceed- 
ingly difficult to grow, and to Phil’s 
knowledge there are no plants being cul- 
tivated throughout the world. In its nat- 
ural habitat this species grows above c. 
3,000 metres, hanging upside down drip- 
ping with water. The leaves, which do 
not open more than approximately thirty 
degrees, provide an umbrella around the 
inflorescence to keep the flowers dry. 
These long-lasting wax-like flowers are 
yellow green, with a black-brown label- 
lum. These seedlings are withstanding 
the full temperature range in an open 


Dendrobium (engae x bigibbum) 


Dendrobium (engae x bigibbum forma album) 
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Dendrobium (engae x Sand Cay) 


Dendrobium Ovoz’s Lava Flow 


Dendrobium Aussie Green 


shade cloth-covered house (from minus 
3°C to 43°C) without showing any stress. 

(D. terrestre x D. bigibbum forma 
album) x (D. alexandrae x D. forbe- 
sii*),.This is a second generation hybrid 
with three quarter Latouria parentage. 
Seeds have germinated. 


Intermediate-growing ‘“Stepping- 
Stone” Crosses 

D. atroviolaceum x Therese Turner*. 
This should be a very important cross 
because the plants should be more inter- 
mediate growing and moisture tolerant 
(as D. atroviolaceum doesn’t need a dry 
season), and should have good sized 
near-black flowers that will last for a 
long time, and the plant should be almost 
continually in flower. We first tried these 
seedlings in cold conditions and found 
they had to be transferred to warmer con- 
ditions as cold fungal disease growths 
were attacking the foliage and pseudob- 
ulbs. When transferred to the warm con- 
ditions this stopped immediately. This 
should be an important stepping-stone 
cross in producing dark colours in the 
flowers, the plants favouring pot plant 
culture (general house plants). 

D.convolutum* x D. lithocola. D. con- 
volutum, long lost to science for about a 
hundred years, has been recently redis- 
covered and brought into breeding by 
Phil (Betts, J.J, 1979, Orchadian 6:134). 
Nothing but outstanding results have 
been seen from this species. This cross at 
this stage has not flowered, but the 
seedlings are generating a lot of interest 
as instead of producing a single-lead they 
are producing two to three growths with 
extreme vigour. These growths are heav- 
ily veined in burnt red pigmentation. 


Intersectional Primary Crosses (using 
Section Spatulata) 


This is where two or more sections of 
Dendrobium have been combined with 
Section Spathulata: 

D. engae x D. violaceoflavens. 
Extensively used in cut-flower hybrids 
D. engae x D. discolor. A mushroom 
pink form from Irian Jaya 

D. cruttwellii x D. mirbelianum. A 
chocolate form from Irian Jaya 

D. cruttwellii x D. stratiotes. 
Extensively used in cut-flower hybrids 
D. cruttwellii x D. schulleri. 
Extensively used in cut-flower hybrids 


Complex Crosses with Multiple 
Species in their Parentage (including 
Latouria) 

(D. finisterrae x D. tapiniense) x D. 
Dal’s Glory. From this cross we are hop- 
ing to get large purple flowers on a long 
inflorescence with a possibility of heav- 
ily striped or spotted flowers that could 
have favoured the green in the first par- 
ent. This cross is progressing with a rea- 
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sonable amount of vigour, and some 
seedlings are showing strong red pig- 
menting. 

(D. terrestre x D. bigibbum forma 
album) x (D. alexandrae x D. forbesii). 
Phil was closely associated with the re- 
discovery of D. alexandrae and the first 
to raise it from seed. 

D. Aussie Hope (D. aberrans x D. 
Phalaenopsis) x D. forbesii. Again these 
plants are growing with strong vigour. 

D. Pee Wee (D. bigibbum x D. 
tetragonum) x D. Amun-Re (D. terrestre 
x D. convolutum). Seedlings are now one 
third of expected maturity. This cross 
was made before Phil’s latest thoughts 
and findings on D. tetragonum breeding. 
D. tetragonum is only a quarter of this 
cross and we await the results. 


Crosses made onto New Guinea 

Dendrobium Section Latouria species 
Crosses made onto D. rigidifolium 

(white with red-veined lip). This is cur- 

rently the only known fully mature clone 

of this species in cultivation throughout 
the world. This plant has thirty or more 

growths and these growths are nearly a 

metre tall. This makes it a very important 

stud plant for this project. The following 
crosses have produced seedlings: 

x lithocola ‘Wilco’s Best’ (light purple) 

x ((Autumn Snow x Polar Queen) x D. 
phalaenopsis forma album) (white) 

x (Ram Misra x Ron Falvey) (dark pur- 
ple-yellow-brown) 

x Therese Turner (black-purple) 

x ((Betty Rose x Autumn Snow) x Polar 
Queen) (white) 

x (James Dick x Physan Princess) x 
(Madame Udomsri x Mae-Klong 
River)) (dark purple) 

x Dal’s Glory. Here we are hoping for 
very cold-resistant plants with large 
dark purple flowers with a white halo 
in the centre of the flower Dendrobium Amun-Re 
Many of the pollen parents used here 

are the latest highly-complex hybrids, 
which appear to have higher quality 
pollen. Flowers were acquired from 
selected nurseries and hobby growers. 
They are hot-growing exhibition and cut- 
flower plants selected for their colour 
and shape. Hot-growing plants appear to 
have better pollen, and have the potential 
to produce exciting cold-growing prog- 
eny from all these crosses. 

Crosses made onto D. terrestre (and D. 
magnificum). D. magnificum [aff. D. ter- 
restre (rich sunset yellow) synonymous 
with D. terrestre (Cribb)]. Phil Spence 
does not agree with Cribb’s findings. For 
the purpose of this paper D. magnificum 
will be used where applicable. The fol- 
lowing crosses have produced seedlings: 

D. terrestre x D. helix (a vivid yellow 
form of this hot-growing antelope 


species) 4 


D. magnificum x D. Therese Turner Dendrobium Gerald McCraith 


Dendrobium (engae x stratiotes) 
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Dendrobium (cruttwellii x stratiotes) 


Dendrobium (mayandii x Elva Ann) 
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D. magnificum x D. johnsoniae 

Crosses made onto D. engae. Phil has 
several clones of D. engae. The follow- 
ing crosses have produced seedlings: 

x stratiotes (a remake of a plant with 
high potential that will grow cold with 
long-lasting fragrant flowers. From 
the original cross a seedling plant 
received a high Award of Merit) 

x nindii (white with dark purple lip) 

x Jaydee Jim (D. gouldii x D. canalicu- 
latum) (yellow with red lip) 

x helix (yellow, antelope, two pods) 

x Therese Turner (D. Claire x D. Ram 
Misra) (black red, low germination) 

x Caroline King x Tony McFarlane 
(dark red, one pod, three seedlings). 

x polysema (green yellow, spotted with 
magenta, one pod) 

x lithocola (white with red lip, seedlings 
grew very well in the flask) 

x violaceoflavens Seedlings now in 75 
mm pots 

x discolor 

x williamsianum (The latter species in 
this cross is noted for imparting a blue 
hue to the flowers. 

When crossed with greens in general the 

blue has been found to darken. D. engae 

carries a green gene as seen in D. 

Gerald McCraith (engae x convolutum). 

Here we expect an inflorescence of 

good length with slightly nodding, large 

bluish flowers). 

Crosses made onto D. cruttwellii. The 
following crosses have produced 
seedlings: 

X stratiotes 

x mirbelianum 

x schulleri all died in cold conditions 
where the temperature went down to 
minus 3°C (except for a control group 
kept in an unheated Flowering House 
(down to 2°C)). 


Conclusion 

The growth rate of seedlings to date 
under cold conditions has been very 
encouraging (with the exception of D. 
cruttwellii x D. schulleri). We have had a 
better success rate than we would have 
imagined. 

The coldest minimum temperature 
recorded (2004) was -3°C. On an average 
winter, the land surrounding the orchid 
house is white with frost on about ten 
occasions. To date all the progeny from 
the alpine species have survived with 
vigour, except for the one batch of 
seedlings (D. cruttwellii x D. schulleri), 
which were totally annihilated. 
Surprisingly D. stratiotes, D. violace- 
oflavens, and D. discolor come from the 
same locality as D. schulleri. Of these 
other crosses only the odd seedling died. 

Baker and Baker, in their book Orchid 
Species Culture : Dendrobium, record 
recommended minimum temperatures of 
the species as follows: 
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D. violaceoflavens 22.2°C 


D. schulleri 23.3°C 

D. stratiotes 24.3°C (incredibly 
this one that is growing better at this 
stage) 

D. discolor 16.1°C (Australian 


form, Cairns. The pollen used in my 
crosses is from Irian Jaya and Jajapura 
which is approximately the same as the 
previous three species) 

Another interesting observation is that 
the D. engae and D. rigidifolium become 
very active when the weather is at its 
coldest, which relates to the high altitude 
that these species come from. From Phil’s 
experience in New Guinea the tempera- 
tures recorded in Baker and Baker for the 
coastal species is relatively accurate. For 
the alpine species only a few people have 
spent nights at this altitude and Phil is for- 
tunate enough to be one of them. From his 
experience he noted the temperature the 
plant foliage encounters is down to freez- 
ing point if not below (which is the air 
temperature). The root ball maintains a 
higher temperature (as the roots are 
buried in up to half a metre of moss that 
adheres to each tree). The moss acts as 
insulation, and root temperature could be 
as high as 16°C (from Phil’s recordings 
with Dr. Geoff Stocker). Phil’s other 
observation (along with that of Tom 
Reeve) is that when extreme unseason- 
able cold goes through these alpine areas 
there are black frosts and snow and the 
large trees die, but most of the alpine 
Latouria Dendrobiums survive. From 
this observation it is apparent that the 
orchid roots can resist the extreme cold as 
well as the leaves. 

Surprisingly the hybrids from D. crut- 
twellii (which comes from a lower alti- 
tude) are as vigorous as or more so than 
the seedlings from the higher altitude 
species. A possible explanation for this is — Dendrobium (crispilinguum x New Horizon) 
the light requirement for D. cruttwellii is 
much lower as this plant is a lower 
canopy dweller where the moisture is 
higher and the root exposure to the out- 
side elements is greater, producing a 
lower root temperature in nature because 
of exposure to dripping water. In the pre- 
vious species the foliage needs a higher 
light which does not coincide with our 
winter light. There may therefore be a 
light factor involved here as well. 

Interestingly D. violaceoflavens and D. 
schulleri are two of the most spectacular 
antelope species known. Both are 
extremely hot tropical and are almost 
impossible to grow in a temperature con- 
trolled (heated) glasshouse in Sydney. 
Some of their progeny crossed onto high 
altitude Latouria species are now growing 
‘cold’. This is a potential breakthrough as 
these species are the backbone of the 
existing hot-growing commercial flowers, 
and we look forward to their first flower- 
ing with great anticipation. (Selected Dendrobium Aussie Pink 
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seedlings will be available at the Mingara 
Orchid Fair , 24-25 June 2006.) 
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Dendrobium spectabile forma aurea 


An aurea form of Dendrobium spectabile 


by Eric A. Christenson 


he Hawaiian orchid nursery Exotic Orchids of Maui propa- 
gates a large number of species from seed. Amid a popula- 
tion of Dendrobium spectabile seedlings, two clones have flow- 
ered that lack all anthocyanin pigments in the flowers. They are 
identical to the normally colored form in every way except col- 
oration. I take this opportunity to formally describe this new find. 
Dendrobium spectabile (Blume) Miquel f. aurea E. A. 
Christenson, forma nov. 
TYPE: Photograph reproduced here from plant in cultivation in col- 
lection of Exotic Orchids of Maui. (4 photographs of same clone.) 
Varietate haec specie typica similis sed luteofloribus differt. 
Species within Dendrobium Section Latouria are actively 


Dendrobium spectabile forma aurea 


hybridized for their showy, exceptionally long-lasting flowers. 
This new aurea form makes an exciting addition to horticulture 
for species orchid growers, as well as holding promise for poten- 
tial future hybrids. 
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International 
Orchid Fair 


Friday 31st March to Sunday 2nd April 2006 


Open from Yam till 59m (9am till 3pm on Sunday). 


FREE ADMISSION & PARKING!! 


Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground 
Corner Showground & Carrington Roads, Castle Hill, NSW ~ 


Visit our website: www.orchidfair.com.au 
Orchids & accessories sales, Orchid displays, Free expert advice, Book 
Sales, Food & light refreshments available all day, Clivias, Bromeliads, 

Cacti & Succulents, Carnivorous Plants, Iris, Vireyas, Rarities and more!! 
For more information, contact 
Darryl Smedley 02 9679-0494, Michael Harrison 02 4576-3290, 
Ray Clement 02 6553-1012 or David Banks 02 9674-4720 


Aranbeem Orchids 
Aussie Plant Tags 
Aussie Shadehouses 
Brighton Orchid Nursery 
Dark Star Orchids 
David Keanelly Orchids 
Easy Orchids 

Fong Ping Orchids 

Hills District Orchids 
Horticultural Solutions 
lris Haven 

Johnston’s Orchids 
Macquarie Native Orchids 
Melanquin Gardens 
Miriam Ann Orchids 
Nicky’s Slippers 
Oceania Orchids 
Orchidaceous Books 
Orchid Pot Company 
Orchid Species Plus 

P & R Orchids 
Robertson’s Orchids 
Rosella Orchids 
Schaefer’s Orchids 

The Orchid Oasis 
Tinonee Orchid Nursery 
Wirra Willa Nursery 
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Lycaste Abou First Spring ‘Darsh’ (Grand Champion and Champion “Any Other” Genus. Grower Ezi-Gro Orchids, WA. Photo: D.P. Banks) 


Western Australian 
Orchid Spectacular 2005 


by David P. Banks 


he Western Australian Orchid Spectacular was held at the 

Fremantle Passenger Terminal, Victoria Quay, Fremantle, 
Western Australia 15-18 September 2005. The Western 
Australian Regional Orchid Organisation (WAROO) conducted 
the largest display of Australian and International orchids ever 
seen in the State. Ten Interstate Societies along with all West 
Australian Societies attended and displayed together with com- 
mercial orchid growers from Australia and Overseas. 

The large show covered a huge area, with many large floor dis- 
plays showcasing a wide range of well grown and flowered orchid 
species and hybrids. Grand Champion of the Show was Lycaste 
Abou First Spring ‘Darsh’ owned by local nursery Ezi-Gro 
Orchids. It had two very well-shaped blooms that were predomi- 
nantly musk pink in colour. It was a very fine Lycaste, but I was 
a touch disappointed that such a large and robust plant only had a 
couple of flowers, with a bud coming. As this hybrid was 85% 
Lycaste skinneri, 8% L. macrophylla and 7% L. cruenta, it should 
have had numerous blooms coming off the lead pseudobulb. 
Many older growers remember the fine lycastes grown and 
bloomed by the late Fred Alcorn (and also by John Apperley) that 
were covered in flowers. Photos of many of these plants (such as 
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L. Koolena, L. Macama and L. Shoalhaven) have graced the pages 
of older issues of the AOR. Reserve Champion was a very large 
and chunky bloom brought all the way from California (as a cut 
flower), Paphiopedilum James Watson, benched by Norito 
Hasagawa of Paphanatics. Champion Cymbidium was another 
plant from Ezi-Gro, Cymbidium {Fifi x Cariga} ‘Pure’, being one 
of the cascading cymbids with a strong C. madidum influence. 

It was unfortunate that one of the best orchids in the show was 
disqualified after it had already made it to the Champions table. 
The owner of this slipper orchid placed it in the “predominantly 
yellow or green Paphiopedilum section”. However, it was really 
“predominantly white”, even though it had a creamy yellow cen- 
tre to the bloom. Sadly, no one on the Show Committee took the 
initiative to simply amend the benching card (from one class to 
the next) as it was an honest mistake, and it was only affecting the 
one judging panel — the one that I was on, doing the slipper 
orchids. We were greeted with “rules are rules”. To make matters 
more confusing, there was a coloured sticker on the leaf (to indi- 
cate a seedling), yet we found out later this was suppose to be for 
a Phalaenopsis right next to it! Even though the paph was a 
seedling, the rules did not allow for it to be benched in two 
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Paphiopedilum James Watson (Reserve Champion and Champion 
Paphiopedilum. Grower Paphanatics, USA. Photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Cymbidium {Fifi x Cariga} ‘Pure’ (Champion Cymbidium, Grower Ezi-Gro 
Orchids, WA. Photo: D.P. Banks) 


classes, so it was simply disregarded as far as judging was 

cerned. Please, organisers of future shows, show some flexibility. 
You spend months and often years organising these events, and 
whilst the judging process does take up a lot of time (several 
hours for this one) we owe it to the orchid growers to have all 
plants eligible and to come up with the right result on the day. 


Pterostylis barbata — Bird Orchid (photo: Ray Clement) 
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Diuris corymbosa — Common Donkey Orchid (photo: Ray Clement 
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Caladenia flava — Cowslip Orchid (photo: Ray Clement 


Ironically, the owner of the plant in question Paphiopedilum 
{Sunglow x Knight’s Challenge}, sold it to Norito and appeared 
quite happy with the outcome. But I am sure he would have been 
far happier with Grand or at least Reserve Champion, where he 
could have kept the plant and also receive the handsome prize- 


money. A photo is in this report, so you can make your own minds ~ 


up! 

The social activities were extremely well patronised, with over 
200 at the Cocktail Party and 270 at the Conference Dinner. That 
was an outstanding result and the organisers deserve hearty con- 
gratulations for their efforts in this regard. There was even a “cat- 
walk” during the dinner, which was something I certainly hadn’t 
seen before. 

The Conference also had an impressive and diverse lecture pro- 
gramme. Unfortunately the venue for the lectures was very poor, 
being held in basement-like conditions, with an air-conditioning 


Caladenia huegelii— Grand Spider Orchid (photo: Ray Clement) 
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unit (for the whole building) drowning out the speakers. There 
were also a number of other shortcomings and this was a great 
shame, as it resulted in only a handful of registrants attending or 
staying for lectures. Unless of course that the majority were more 
interested in the social activities than the chance to expand their 


ons 


Caladenia cairnsiana — Zebra Orchid (photo: Ray Clement) 


SHADE & 
HOT HOUSES 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 
ultimate in plant protection all year round. 
Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 


quality materials, our modular range offers the 1300 88 11 43 


perfect environment for your growing needs. www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 


MODERN - ELEGANT - STYLISH AOR 010 


Contact in all states 


LARGE RANGE OF FLASKS 


Disa seedlings and clones. Australian Cymbidium species and hybrids 
and hybrids with cultivar cymbidiums. Some available as colchicine 
treated — potential tetraploids. 


Selected Cymbidium clones and seedlings for show bench, pot plant and 
cut flower. Sarcochilus and Australian Dendrobium seedlings. 
Exotic and Australian epiphyte species. 


Australian native terrestrial orchids - species and hybrids. 


P.0. Box 276, Blackwood, 5051. S.A. 
Ph/Fax 08 8270 4599 [International +61 8 8270 4599 
e-mail: western@arcom.com.au 


How Your 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
www.dos.org — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33467 
Telephone 561-404-2000 
Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 
Web site www.cos.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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Elythranthera brunonis — Enamel Orchid (photo: Ray Clement) 


orchid knowledge? 

Some of the locals mentioned that we should visit Wireless Hill 
Park (at Booragoon), less than half an hour’s drive away from the 
conference venue, to see the wildflowers. What a great tip! We 
ended up visiting this park on four occasions, doing different 
walks and seeing different ground orchids in flower every time. 
The kangaroo paws were simply outstanding. 

As this was our first visit to Western Australia, Louanne and I 
wanted to make the most of our time there. So apart from social- 
ising at the show, we also went off and did some exploring for 
ourselves and visited places such as the impressive Aquarium of 
Western Australia (AQWA) in Perth, Kings Park Botanic Gardens 
and took the ferry to Rottnest Island for the day. We caught up 
with the Quokkas (which are a small wallaby) that are quite plen- 
tiful on the island. In fact the name Rottnest was derived from “rat 
nest”, as the early explorers likened these cute marsupials to large 
rats! How unkind! It was also nice to see many bird species that 
we do not see on the East Coast. 

One of the major attractions was obviously to see as much of 
the southwest’s unique and spectacular native orchids and wild- 
flowers in the wild that we could fit into our busy schedule. The 
flowers were simply outstanding, with many areas burnt a year or 
so ago (this helps stimulate many of the wildflowers, including 
many orchids, to bloom) coupled with above average rainfall 
ensured one of the best displays in years. 

After the conference, we headed down to Albany, via the 
Stirling Ranges to get our fill of wildflowers and scenery. Gary 
Backhouse had kindly given me some directions to prime loca- 
tions for some of the more spectacular and rarer species, and Ray 
Clement, who was travelling with us, had visited the West before 
and knew a number of places to visit. We had a great time find- 
ing and photographing the numerous species that we encoun- 
tered, as well as the occasional natural hybrid. I could never tire 
of seeing the widespread and variable Caladenia flava, and the 
larger spider orchids are just wonderful and so imposing. And so 
many photos to take! As I would be taking the photos, Louanne 
and Ray would be off hunting for others. Louanne ended up find- 
ing four or five “new” species before I had laid eyes on them! 

One of the highlights for me was seeing the carnivorous West 
Australian Pitcher Plant (Cephalotus follicularis) in the wild, and 
yes, Ray spotted them first. Even though it was pouring with rain 
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David Banks “flat out” photographing a Spider Orchid (photo: Ray Clement) 


as I was taking the photos it didn’t dampen my spirits! 
Congratulations to the organisers of this Conference, in partic- 
ular Tony Watkinson who had his hand in almost everything! 
Western Australia thoroughly deserves to be granted an 
Australian Orchid Council Conference...and soon! | 
David P. Banks 


Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


Cephalotus follicularis, the Albany Pitcher Plant in situ. (photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Dendrobium davaoense, a New Orchid 
Species from the Philippines 


by Amihan M. Lubag-Arquiza' and Marlon Sacdalan' 


Dendrobium davaoense 


Dendrobium davaoense, a new orchid 
species, which was found in Marilog, Davao 
City, the Philippines, is here described. 
Taxonomic characteristics and photographs 
are also presented. 


Introduction 

Dendrobium species with flattened, club- 
shaped pseudobulbs have been classified 
under the section Platycaulon (Schlitr.) 
Brieger, (Lavarack et al, 2000). Dendrobium 
lamellatum (Blume) Lindl. was the first 
plant described under this group. In 1892, 
Rolfe described D. platycaulon, closely 
resembling D. lamellatum, but with the 
flowers twice as large, the lip of a different 
shape and with more elongated pseudob- 
ulbs. This plant was collected from an 
unspecified locality in the Philippines. The 
occurrence of D. platycaulon in the 
Philippines was confirmed by Ames (1911) 
and Quisumbing (1967) in two locations. 

Although D. platycaulon was considered 
a synonym of D. lamellatum by Valmayor 
(1984) and others, recent studies show that 
the species is distinct (Fessel and Liickel 
1999; Cootes, 2001; O’Byrne, 2001; Agoo 
et al, 2003). D. milaniae found in Leyte, 
Philippines was named in 1996 and is 
closely related to D. platycaulon (Liickel et 
al 1996). D. platygastrium is another species 
that has been considered by some authorities 
as a synonym of D. platycaulon. 

The plants of this section have been 
renamed under the genus Eurycaulis when a 
major taxonomic revision was made with 
the use of morphological and molecular 
phylogenetic analysis (Clements and Jones, 
2002; Clements, 2003), but the generic con- 
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cept has not gained wide acceptance from 
taxonomists due to limitations in the proce- 
dure presented. 

The authors studied a population of den- 
drobiums found near Davao City related to 
the above mentioned species. This paper 
describes a new species, compares the plant 
with closely related taxa, and provides habi- 
tat, distribution and background informa- 
tion. 


Collection History and Methods 

The species was first observed and found 
in Marilog, Davao City, Philippines by 
Amihan Lubag-Arquiza on a collection trip 
in August 2001, after judging an orchid 
show in Davao City. She was hosted by 
Belma who is an avid collector of native 
species and grower of ornamental plants. A 
follow-up in situ and type specimen collec- 
tion was made on September 2001. Another 
set of plants were sent to and studied at the 
University of the Philippines Los Bafios 
(UPLB) Orchid Nursery. Alicia Guadalupe 
accompanied Amihan during the two col- 
lecting trips. The plant features and potential 
as anew species was presented to UPLB and 
Department of Agriculture Bureau of 
Agriculture Research (DA-BAR) review- 
ers. A description was made based on living 
plants, photographs and _ spirit material. 
Related plants in cultivation especially D. 
platycaulon and D. milaniae (live plants), 
plates and photographs were studied. The 
research and analysis about the plant’s allies 
and new orchids in literature were mostly 
done when the main author was at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New York. 

The clone that the type specimen was 


taken from and other live plants are main- 
tained at the Orchid Nursery, UPLB. 
Dendrobium davaoense Lubag-Arquiza, 
spec. nov. 

D. milaniae Fessel & Liickel, arcte affi- 
nis, sed ab eo majoribus foliis (latitudine 4- 
5 cm non 2.5 cm) caulibus (6-18 x 2-3.5 cm 
longitudo x latitudo adversum 10 x 2 cm) 
floribusque (2-2.5 cm non 1.5 cm diam.), 
Jabelli textura et colore dissimili (roseo pur- 
pureo rutilove non flavo signis purpureis), 
numero majore florum magis late aperien- 
tium distinguenda. 

Type: Davao City, | Mindanao, 
Philippines 11 September 2001 A. Lubag- 
Arquiza ONUPLB Holo MARS2001.001 

Dendrobium davaoense Lubag-Arquiza, 
new species closely related to Dendrobium 
milaniae Fessel and Liickel, but can be dis- 
tinguished from that by the larger leaves (in 
width 4-5 cm not 2.5 cm), stems (6-18 x 2- 
3.5 cm length x width versus 10 x 2 cm) and 
flowers (2-2.5 cm not 1.5 cm in diameter), 
by the different texture and colour of the 
labellum (pink, purple or reddish-orange not 
yellow with purple marks) and by the 
greater number of more widely opening 
flowers. 


Description 

Growth habit: Semi-pendulous, sympo- 
dial, epiphytic orchid. Pseudobulbs: about 
6-18 cm long, flattened, narrow base 
increasing gradually to a maximum of about 
3.5 cm and again tapering to the apex; glossy 
green. Leaves: ovate 8 cm to 10 cm long, 4 
to 5 cm wide with green prominent midrib, 
arranged alternately with leaves clasping 
angularly at about half of the internodes, 
deciduous. Inflorescence: semi-pendulous 
with short peduncle about 2 cm long with 1 
to 8 showy flower clustered, arising from the 
apical and axillary portion of the shoot. 
Flower: 2-2.5 cm across, white or light 
cream with pink, purplish or reddish orange 
labellum. Petals: ovate to 1.2 cm x 0.5 cm 
wide. Dorsal sepal: triangular to ovate, 1.2 
cm long, 0.6 cm wide. Lateral sepals: trian- 
gular to ovate, 1.2 cm long, 0.6 cm wide 
base fused with the column and the base of 
the labellum forming a short spur slightly 
bent forward. Labellum: three lobed about 
1.6 cm long, tip of the front midlobe white 
in colour with wavy margins, acute to semi- 
oval, lateral lobes and the other section of 
the lip with textured surface. The side lobes 
can be erect showing the part of the column 
or slightly curved hiding parts of the col- 
umn. 

Flowering was observed in the months of 
August, September and January. Flowers 
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last for about 7 to 10 days and are slightly adhering to the trunks of trees or Cyathea in Table 1 showing the important distinct 
fragrant. The photographs show the col- _ tree-ferns. The type specimen was growing _ features of D. davaoense to related species 
lected plant and a close-up of the flowerand with ferns, mosses and other vine-like under the genus. 
part of the inflorescence. plants. Other orchids observed about 15 

Etymology: The plant is named after the _ meters from the trees where the plants grew Literature Cited 
place where the species was first collected, are: Spathoglottis plicata, growing pro- * Agoo E.M.G., Schuiteman, A. and E.F. de 


Davao City, Mindanao, Philippines. fusely as a terrestrial together with grasses, Vogel 2003. Flora Malesiana: Orchids of the 
and a flowering Taeniophyllum species Philippines Vol.1. pes ; 
Habitat and Distribution attached to a very small branch with mosses * Ames. O. 1911. Notes on Ehilippine}Orchids 


Dendrobium davaoense is found in the and ferns. A large number of terrestrial and wiih Deseipiitenias ae Spsgies IM alia 
Journal of Science 6 (1): 35-56 


remaining forest of Marilog, Davao City epiphytic orchids, ferns, and Nepenthes a7i, R Hasan Z.. Zainol R., Ibrahim, N., Lian 
and in some deforested area about 1,100 were found and will be reported in another 7, and H. Sulaiman. 2001. Orchids: The Living 


meters above sea level. It grows as an epi- paper. Jewels of Malaysia: MARDI, Kuala Lumpur 
phyte in partially shaded or near open areas Notes: A comparative study is presented *Clements,M.A.2003. Molecular phylogenetic 


Table 1. Comparative descriptions of Dendrobium davaoense Lubag-Arquiza, D. lamellatum (Blume) Lindl., D. platycaulon 
Rolfe and D. milaniae Fessel & Liickel 


Distinguishing : : 
Characteristics | Dendrobium davaoense Dendrobium lamellatum 
Z 


Flower 


Dendrobium milaniae Dendrobium platycaulon 


D. milaniae D. platycaulon 


(Fessel and Balzer, 1999) 


D. lamellatum 
(Comber, 2001) 


D. davaoense 


Flower diameter | 2 to 2.5 cm 1.5 cm About 2.2 cm (Rolfe, 1982) 


Flower number | | to 8 Up to 6 (O’Byrne, 2001) Up to 8 (Cootes, 2001) 


Flower colour | White to light cream with pink, Sepals and petals at first white White. Labellum white with Pale green to yellow 
purplish or reddish orange with a faint greenish tinge inthe _| yellow spot in the center 
labellum centre, turning yellowish when surrounded by purple markings. 


old. (Seidenfaden and. Wood 
1992). Lip often has some pink 
flushing, the column is speckled 
with pink on the underside. 
(Comber, 2001) 


Oblong-spathulate, the apical 
margins irregular. 0.83 cm long 
by 0.3 cm wide 


Ovate; 1.3 cm long by 
0.7 cm wide. 


Petals 


Linear, tip rounded; 1.1 cm long 
by 0.35 cm wide. 


Ovate to 1.2 cm long by 
0.5 cm wide. 


Ovate, acute 0.85 cm long by 
0.47 cm wide. 


Ovate; 1.3 cm long by 
0.5 cm wide. 


Linear, acute, 1 cm long by 
0.5 cm wide. 


Dorsal sepal Triangular to ovate, 1.2 cm long, 


0.6 cm wide 


Triangular to ovate, 1.2 cm long, 
0.6 cm wide 


Triangular; 2.3 cm long by 0.8 cm 
wide, joined at the base to form a 
spur about 1.3 cm long. 


1.3 cm long by 0.6 cm wide, 
forming a conical mentum basally. 


Lateral sepals Triangular, 0.9 cm long 


Labellum Three lobed about 1.6 cm long, tip 
of the front midlobe acute to semi- 
circular, white in color with wavy 
margins, lateral lobes and the 
other section of the lip with 


textured surface. 


2.5 cm long by 1.5 cm wide 
(when flattened). Three-lobed, 
sidelobes triangular, enclosing 

the column; midlobe semicircular. 
Three ridges run along the 
labellum. 


Spathulate, its claw 0.55 cm long , 
the lamina 0.36 x 0.83 cm , its 
apical margins recurved, undulate 
and irregularly erose, there are 
five parallel ridges from the 
lamina base, which become rows 
of warts near the apex. 

(Comber, 2001) 


Leaf length and | 8 to 10 cm long, 4 to 5 cm wide 9 cm long, 2.5 cm. wide 6 cm long, 2.5 cm wide 10 cm long, 2 cm wide 
width 
Leaf shape and | Ovate and green Lanceolate, acute. Lanceolate, green, no purple Lanceolate to ovate 
color markings. 
Pseudobulb 6-18 cm long, 2.0-3.5 cm wide 11 cm long, 3 cm wide 10 cm long, 2 cm wide 18 cm long, 3.7 cm wide 
length and width (Liickel et al 1996a) 


Leaves per 1-6 leaves 2 to 3 leaves 3 to 6 leaves up to 3 leaves 
pseudobulb (Seidenfaden and Wood 1992). 


1.2 cm long, margins, wavy; 
trilobed; with three short ridges in 
the middle; central part round. 


* listed Dendrobium platycaulon as synonym of Dendrobium lamellatum (not sure if corresponding to the same species). 
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ARANBEEM 
ORCHIDS 


“The Orchid Centre of Australia” 


Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 
Retail, Wholesale and Export 


Free “Regular Plant Listing” on request. 
Free “Community Pot Listing” on request. 


Free “Premier Selection and Imported Plant 
Listing” on request. 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) 

Deception Bay, Brisbane, Qld 4508 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 3888 5271 
E-Mail: aranbeem@bigpond.net.au 


Nursery Hours 

Wed. to Sat.-9 am to 4pm 
Closed: Sun., Mon., Tues. 
& Public Holidays 


GLENWOOD ORCHIDS Pty. Lid. 


rin. Vic. 3910 


Introducing... 
j One of several superb bright yellow 
Dendrobium speciosum’s that are 
the parents of our latest seedlings. 


Our latest catalogue contains a 
Wen range of Den. speciosum x sib 
crosses that are expected to pro- 
duce a high percentage of yellow 

»/ tones similar to that illustrated. 
Bright yellow Dendrobium speciosum 
seedlings have always been in short 
supply, so in 2005 when presented with 
the opportunity to interbreed several 
“| superb, award quality, yellowclones we 
decided to make numerous crossings. 
The parents we have used are well represent in the top ranks of Den. speciosum clones. 


We have already germinated seed from those crossings and our flask list is now avail- 
able on request. 


Also available is our 2006 Cymbidium seedling flask list. Other lists are due to be released 
in the near future. 


All lists are now available only by E-mail in either MS Word or Adobe PDF formats — 
please specify genera. Those wanting regular e-mail lists should contact us indicating the 
specific lists of which genera are required. See our Web site for details. 


Catalogues can be requested via our web site. 
Visit our web site to see a large range of photos of our stock. 
E-Mail: glenorchids@ebbs.com.au Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 
Phone: (03) 9782-2668 Melways Map: 136 G-3 


WE EXPORT WORLD WIDE 


1265 Western Port 


AOR — 122 


systematics in the Dendrobiinae (Orchidaceae), 
with emphasis on Dendrobium _ section 
Pedilonum. Telopea 10 (1): 247-298 
* Clements, M. A. and D. L. Jones. 2002. 
Nomenclatural Changes in the Dendrobineae 
(Orchidaceae 1: The Australasian Region) The 
Orchadian 13 (11): 485-497. 
* Comber, 1990. Orchids of Java. Bentham- 
Moxon trust. Royal; Botanical Gardens Kew, 
England. 407 pp. 
* Comber, 2001. Orchids of Sumatra. 2001. 
Natural History Publications Borneo in associa- 
tion with The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
Singapore Botanic Gardens, Singapore, 1025 pp. 
* Cootes, J.2001. The Orchids of the Philippines. 
Timber Press 232 pp. 
* Fessel, H. H. and Balzer, P. 1999. Native 
Philippine Orchids. Times Editions, Singapore. 
192 pp. 
* Lavarack, B., Harris, W., and G. Stocker. 2000. 
Dendrobium and its Relatives. Timber Press, 
Portland Oregon. 287 pp. 
* Luckel, E. Fessel H. and J. Roth. 1996. 
Dendrobium milaniae. Fessel and Liickel. Die 
Orchidee 47(3): A131-A132. 
* Luckel, E. Fessel H. and J. Roth. 1996. 
Dendrobium platycaulon Rolfe. Die Orchidee 47 
(4): A183-A184. 
* O’Byrne P. 2001 A to Z of South East Asian 
Orchid Species. Orchid Society of South East 
Asia. Singapore, 168 pp. 
* Quisumbing, E. 1967. Phenology of Philippine 
Orchids Araneta Jour. Agriculture April-June 
1967. 14 (2): 100-133 
* Rolfe 1892 New Orchids: Decade 2. Kew 
Bulletin 65 — 66: 137-141 
* Seidenfaden G. and J. J. Wood 1992. The 
Orchids of Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore. 
The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and Botanic 
Gardens, Singapore 779 pp. 
* Seidenfaden, G. 1985. The orchid Genera in 
Thailand 12. Dendrobium Sw.- Opera Botanica. 
83 

Valmayor H. L. 1984. Orchidiana 
Philippiniana. E. Lopez Foundation. Manila, 
Philippines 


The authors would like to thank the assis- 
tance of the following: Department of 
Agriculture and BAR for funding; Belma, 
the Marilog team and Alicia Guadalupe for 
the hospitality and collection; Davao show 
organizers and Mrs. Charita Puentespina for 
travel and accommodation;  Charito 
Balladares, Ramil Marasigan and Orville 
Baldos for maintaining and observing the 
plants; Prof. Tito Rimando, UPLB and DA- 
BAR review panel especially Dr. Helen 
Valmayor and Dean Candida Adalla; Peter 
Bostock for the Latin diagnosis; Dr. Phillip 
Cribb, Dr. Ed de Vogel and Jim Cootes, for 
their comments and suggestions; Singapore 
Botanic Garden for library and herbarium 
research; Philippine American Educational 
Foundation-Fulbright and Cornell 
University for studies and research. 


' Department of Horticulture, 

University of the Philippines Los Bafios 
College, Laguna 4031 

Philippines 

* Plant Science Department of Horticulture 
Cornell University 

Ithaca, NY 14850 
Email:ala24@cornell.edu 
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Watering Orchids in Summer 


ost orchid growers agree that in win- 

ter orchids should be watered in the 
morning, preferably on sunny days when 
the temperature is rising, so that the foliage 
is dry by nightfall. Watering in summer is 
more controversial. 

For a typical summer day in Melbourne 
with a maximum temperature around 
25°C, I stick to the winter schedule and 
water in the morning. Foliage that remains 
wet overnight is prone to fungal attack, 
especially if the relative humidity is high. 
Glasshouses or similar enclosed structures 
are always humid at night when the tem- 
perature falls. 

Watering in hot weather, when tempera- 
tures exceed 30°C, and especially when 
hot, dry northerly winds are blowing, is 
another matter. Under these conditions 
small pots watered in the morning will be 
dry by midday. Watering in the evening is 
then much better, as the plants have all 
night to absorb water through their roots. 
If the weather is very hot, I water my small 
pots (those up to 50mm in diameter) both 
in the morning and at night. 

The above comments refer to plants, 
such as Australian native dendrobiums, 
grown in bark-based mixes. Plants grown 
in Sphagnum moss retain ‘moisture much 
longer and seldom need watering more 
than once every second day, even in the 
hottest weather. Some orchids, such as 
dendrobiums and varicosum-type oncidi- 
ums, like to dry out between waterings, 
whereas cymbidiums and paphiopedilums 
do much better if their potting mix is never 
allowed to become completely dry. 

There is an added benefit to watering 
cymbidiums at night in summer. The cool- 
ing effect produced by watering at that 
time helps to induce flowering. The tem- 
perature needs to fall to 13°C or lower over 
a succession of nights in December and 
January to induce cymbidiums to flower. 
The required cooling effect is fairly easy 
for us to achieve but not for growers in 
Brisbane, for example, who have great 
trouble persuading their cymbidiums to 
bloom because of their warm summer 
nights. 

Some growers with heated glasshouses 
water the orchids therein in the evening all 
year round. Their rationale is that rain falls 
mainly in the late afternoon or evening in 
the tropical regions where most of their 
species orchids grow, and that they are 
doing only “what comes naturally”. 
However, unless the minimum tempera- 
ture is about 15°C and there is excellent air 
circulation, I believe that watering at night 
throughout the year will ultimately lead to 
attack by Botrytis or other fungal infec- 
tions. One genus that definitely benefits 


by Brian Milligan 


from watering at night is Pleione. Max 
Akam, Melbourne’s keenest and largest 
pleione grower, always waters his plants at 
night, and believes it is particularly impor- 
tant in hot weather. 

No orchids should be watered at midday 
in very hot weather. Soft-leaved orchids, 
such as lycastes and pleiones, will suffer 
from leaf scald, and so may the new 
growths on soft-cane and Australian native 
dendrobiums. Also, it’s best not to apply 
liquid fertilisers in hot weather, and prefer- 
ably not when the roots are dry. Always 
ensure that the potting mix is damp before 
applying liquid fertilisers, or you may 
damage the roots (this advice has been 
handed down by a long line of expert 
orchid growers but may not be scientifi- 
cally based). I prefer to play it safe by 
watering one day and fertilising the next. 
By choosing a cool spell of weather, then 
it won’t be necessary to water for another 
couple of days. This allows plenty of time 
for the nutrients to be absorbed by the 
plant before they are flushed away with the 
next watering. 

Whatever your watering technique, the 
most important thing to your plants is that 


they are watered regularly. The effort 
that you put into your cymbidiums and 
other orchids during summer will be 
reflected in how well they flower in winter 
and spring. So give your orchids a regular 
watering over the holiday season, but 
make sure you obey any applicable water 
restrictions. a 
Brian Milligan, 

North Balwyn, Victoria 


Dendrobium B325 
Colonial Maid ‘Verity’ (mericlone) 


Near flowering size $35 each (incl. GST) 
Sorry, no credit cards. 
PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 


Phone: 0408 994 696 
Fax: 02 4384 4304 


AOR 024 


Bribie Island Orchid Society 


hosting the 


Sub-Tropical Orchid Council Qld 
TRIENNIAL ORCHIDFEST 


Island 
Orchid 


8-11 June 2007 


Contact: www.bribieislandorchidsociety.com 


Phone: Lynn 07 3410 1919 
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Orchid Conservation Coalition 


1% For Orchid Conservation (FOC) 


he Orchid Conservation Coalition is a 

grassroots organization made up of 
people, orchid societies, and orchid busi- 
nesses dedicated to raising awareness and 
money for orchid conservation. It is 
through networking that people and orga- 
nizations concerned with orchid conserva- 
tion can be the most effective. Our first 
program is 1% for Orchid Conservation, a 
trademark-licensing program. Through 
1% for Orchid Conservation we want to 
create a network of orchid societies and 
businesses to raise money for in situ orchid 
conservation. The Orchid Conservation 
Coalition does not take donations or dis- 
tribute money. The 1% for Orchid 
Conservation is only a trademark to be 
used by orchid societies and businesses 
that donate 1% or more of their net rev- 
enue each year to the in situ orchid con- 
servation of their choice. Membership in 
the Orchid Conservation Coalition is by 
participation. 


1% For Orchid Conservation (FOC) 
The purpose of 1% For Orchid 


by Mark Sullivan 


Conservation is to have orchid societies 
and businesses to donate 1% or more of 
their net revenues each year to orchid con- 
servation and activities that support in situ 
orchid conservation, via the “1% For 
Orchid Conservation” program. The goal 
is to raise awareness and money for orchid 
conservation. Orchid societies and busi- 
nesses that donate 1% or more of their net 
revenues according to the criteria set forth 
in the 1% FOC program can use the 1% 
FOC logo for the purpose of promoting 
their society or business. By using the 1% 
FOC logo your society or business is 
telling the public that you care about 
orchid conservation and are donating 
money in support of in situ orchid conser- 
vation. Each orchid society and business 
that makes this commitment decides 
where their money will be donated as long 
as the donation(s) fits within the following 
criteria. Orchid societies and businesses 
worldwide can participate. An important 
part of the 1% FOC program is networking 
between societies, businesses, and orchid 
conservation organizations. It is through 


1 The 41st Tropical Queensland Orchid 
Council Conference & Show 1 


This annual event will be proudly hosted by the Townsville 
District Orchid and Allied Plants Association Inc. 


' On the Queens Birthday weekend of the 
i 9th. 10th. & 11th June 2006 i 


TOWNSVILLE, NORTH QUEENSLAND. | 


Good prize money, good venue, good weather, good vendors, 


1 great orchids and good fun. | 
| 
THANKS TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS. 

I # Parry Nissan # Yates # 7 local news i 
| # Hermit Park Bus Co. # Officeworks | 
# Green Light Home Loans 
H For further information, registration forms and show schedules are 4 
A available by contacting Show Secretary, Linda Feldt on 0747732171 i 
i. President Col Neucom on 0747753064 / 0414378855 | 
email colmarie@internode.on.net | 
— ma | | hl nm Em mm mm 

26 


ly for Orchid 
Conservation 


raising money, awareness, and networking 
that participants in 1% FOC will help save 
orchids in situ and safeguard their habitats 
for future orchid enthusiasts. 


The Criteria for 1% FOC 
Participation 


In Situ Orchid Conservation 


The underlying premise of these in situ 
orchid conservation criteria is to protect 
orchids in their native habitat, the habitat, 
and their pollinators. The orchid habitat 
does not have to be owned by a non-profit 
but does have to be protected from 
destruction into perpetuity. The orchid 
habitat does not have to have a “rare” 
orchid in its bounds. 

1. Non-profit organizations that directly 
buy or work with other non-profit or gov- 
ernment agencies to buy orchid habitat in 
which native orchid species exists. 
Expenses can also go toward lobbying to 
buy, researching and evaluating orchid 
habitat for conservation, maintaining, and 
protection of the orchid habitat. 

2. Non-profit organizations that directly 
buy or work with other non-profit or gov- 
ernment agencies to buy orchid habitat in 
which native orchid species will be rein- 
troduced into a habitat. Expenses can go 
toward lobbying, propagation and grow- 
ing of the reintroduced orchid species, 
researching and evaluating orchid habitat 
for reintroduction, maintaining, and pro- 
tection of the orchid habitat. 

3. A non-profit organization that as its 
primary function reviews grants and 
awards money to orchid conservation pro- 
jects as outlined in the rest of these crite- 
ria. This non-profit organization should 
donate 70% or more of the money it col- 
lects to orchid conservation as outlined in 
the rest of these criteria. This leaves 30% 
for overhead, orchid conservation educa- 
tion, and other things. If the donation goes 
to a conservation committee of a large 
orchid organization then that the whole 1% 
must go to orchid conservation as stipu- 
lated in the rest of the criteria. 

4. The expenses of reintroduction of 
orchid species or the maintenance of 
already protected orchid habitat. 

5. The buying of property or rights that 
directly insure the continuing protection of 
the conditions that makes a protected 
orchid habitat’s environment suitable for 
their continued protection in situ. 
Examples: The buying of right for any log- 
ging or extraction of minerals, oil, or 
water, and the buying of land for a protec- 
tion barrier around the habitat or to keep a 
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wetland from being drained, or a river 
from being dammed. 

6. The study, habitat protection, and 
environmental supports needed for the 
protection or reintroduction of an orchid 
pollinator in which there are protected 
orchids of the pollinator in the reasonable 
vicinity. 

Ex Situ Orchid Conservation 

The underlying premise of this ex situ 
orchid conservation criterion is that a col- 
lection of species orchids is not conserva- 
tion, but by actively propagating and dis- 
seminating orchid species to the public the 
availability increases in the market place 
and reduces the need to collect (legal or 
illegal) orchids from their natural habitat. 
While orchid conservation education is 
important, it is not enough solely to have 
an impact on in situ orchid conservation. 

1. Non-profit organizations that have a 
collection of species orchids with which 
they have an active and organized propa- 
gation program from which they both sell 
or give freely the resulting species orchids. 
Propagation is done vegetatively and from 
seed resulting from pollination of their 
species orchids. Neither the lab work nor 
the raising of seedlings necessarily has to 
be done by the non-profit organization. 

Basically 1% for Orchid Conservation 
right now is asking orchid societies around 
the world to support in situ orchid conser- 
vation by donating 1% of their net revenue 
toward a non-profit organization involved 
in in situ orchid conservation. We are cur- 
rently targeting orchid societies world- 
wide. Orchid Societies that are already 
actively involved and contributing to 
orchid conservation can easily join. Their 
participation we hope will spur societies 
that haven’t yet considered participating in 
orchid conservation to join. It doesn’t mat- 
ter whether 1% is a small or large amount, 
it is the act of participating that is impor- 
tant. The donations to in situ orchid con- 
servation will build from there. We would 
eventually like to get businesses involved, 
and hope that some day mass market 
orchids will bear the 1% for Orchid 
Conservation label. Two businesses are 
current participants Orchid Seedbank 
Project, and Nascent Orchids, and two 
orchid societies The Orchid Species 
Society of Western Australia and the San 
Francisco Orchid Society. We have also 
been endorsed by the Orchid Digest. The 
1% for Orchid Conservation label will also 
appear on the OSG, and Orchid 
Conservation International websites. 
Email contact: 
information @orchidconservationcoali- 
tion.org 
or visit 
www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 

Mark Sullivan 
Email: MarkSullivan@orchid 
conservationcoalition.org 


Australian Orchid Council Conference 
Port Macquarie, New South Wales, July 2006 


he next Australian Orchid Council Conference to being held at Port Macquarie 
from July 19th to 23rd 2006. 

The lecture programme is now finalised, with the following speakers and topics 

confirmed: 

Brian Milligan (Victoria) 
Roy Tokunaga (Hawaii, USA) 
Roy Tokunaga (Hawaii, USA) 
Roy Neale (New Zealand) 
Rudolf Jenny (Switzerland) 
Rudolf Jenny (Switzerland) 
Gary Yong Gee (Queensland) 
Michael Harrison (NSW) 
Gary Backhouse (Victoria) 
Wal Rhodes (NSW) 
Roberto Agnes (Brazil) 
Roberto Agnes (Brazil) 
Graham Jackson (New Zealand) 


Orchids for Beginners 

Colourful Compact Cattleyas 
Something Different, Something New 
Cymbidiums for Everyone 
Stanhopeas and other Weird Orchids 
Catasetums and Related Genera 
Vandaceous Orchids 

Australian Epiphytic Orchid Species 
Wild Orchids of New Guinea 
Growing Slipper Orchids 
Introduction to Brazilian Orchids 
Cattleya Species and their Hybrids 
Judge’s Breakfast and After Dinner Speaker 


For more information, visit: www.members.optusnet.com.au/~aoc2006 


We are inviting selected nurseries so that we can cater for all aspects of orchid grow- 
ing and have had acceptances from many we have contacted. There will be something 
for everyone attending. 


This promises to be a very special conference for New South Wales. We hope to 
see all our orchid friends joining us later this year. a 
Organising Chairman Ken Siew 

Email: kenkhsiew@yahoo.com 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Florafest rty ita 


PO Box 583 =Bulimba 4171 
Phone 04 1219 2362 Fax 07 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


New Year... New Release Specials! 
Oncidium Alliance 


7 7 Applied at initiation of fl ik d tinued 
All Flowering Size Plants through to the end of flowering, The high phosphorus 
Chooge any for ¢100 ~ and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 
10 for $155 .. 15 for $225 
aes 20 for ae. ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 


Compound) 30.4.8 


(All freight free ... in Australia) 


8969 Aliceara Mervyn Grant ‘Talisman Cove! 

8972 Alexanderara Apollo ‘Pulaka’ AM AOS 

8975 Burrageara Kilauea ‘Volcano Queen’ HCC 

8959 Colmanara Wildcat ‘Pacific Treasure’ 

8980 Colmanara Catatante ‘Solar Flare’ 

8970 Degarmoara Toy Soldier ‘Volcano Queen' 

8976 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata 'Mambo Moon' 

8977 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata 'Red Dove' HCC 

8963 Miltonia Belle Glade "Everglades Waterfall" 

8985 Miltassia Mem Donald Christian 

8973 Odontocidium Karli Ku ‘Ivanhoe’ AM AOS 

8961 Odontocidium Goldfinger ‘Florafest’ 

8978 Odontocidium Cherry Fudge ‘Victory V’ 

8974 Odontocidium Thelma Ku ‘Meadowood’ AM 

8966 Odontocidium Elske Stoltz ‘Spyhill’ JC AO 

8979 Odontocidium Black Beauty ‘Saturday Night’ 

8982 Odontonia Lorraine's 14th WOC 'Okika Red! 

8981 Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Oshima’ 

8965 Vuylstekeara Plum Fancy 'Princess' 

8962 Wilsonara Lisa Devos “Burgundy Beauty” 
All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 

& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year 


Our New 2006 Catalogue is Now Avalable 
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For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 
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Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


@ Current supplier to Valley Orchids, 
Adelaide Orchids and many other 
nurseries and hobbyists. Overseas 
orders welcomed. We_ respond 
promptly. 

We don’t just sell media; we use the 
media we make and provide sound 
advice. Thirty three+ years on-going 
laboratory experience. 


@ All media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and _ replate 
requirements of common and un- 
usual genera including terrestrials. 


@ Our media produce rapid germina- 
tion, well balanced plants and good 
root growth. 


When ordering please advise re: 
Orchid genus, Replate or sowing. 
Solid or liquid Cloning. 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 
1 to 14 litres $7.70/L 
15 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.30/L 
Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 55c/L 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3ml tubes for 
stem propagation of Phalaenopsis and 
other genera. $8.80 per pack including 
P&P and GST. 


Price includes packing and postage, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia for orders of four or more litres 
of medium. 

Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine treat- 
ment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Sarcochilus & Dendrobium flasks 
Cymbidium clones & seedlings - flasks 
Australian Cymbidium crosses - flasks 


Contact us for second hand Autoclaves 
and Laminar Flow Cabinets. 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


E-Mail western@arcom.com.au 


Bankcard + Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 
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NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 
We also stock treefern, slabs, 


stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


Robertson 
Orchids 


Selections from our 
FEB ’06 LISTING 


P0-377 Phal. Luchia Pink. Beautiful exhibition 
soft pink mericlone with great shape. 
Min 120mm Leaf Span $12.50 ea. 
~ P0-485 Phal. Long Pride Treasure. 
New yellow mericlone with Harlequin blotching. 
120mm Leaf Span $12.50 ea. 

ESP Phal. Everspring Prince. (Mericlone). 
Striking solid maroon flowers with a white 
edge. Min 100mm Leaf Span $12.50 ea. 
CA513M Bic. (Oconee x Sunset Sail) 
‘Paradise Bird’. Large exhibition red Cattleya. 
Tubes $8.00 ea. 

CA506 Bic. Goldenzelle ‘Tokyo’ HCC/AOC x 
Blc. Dal’s Moon ‘Golden’. Medium to large 
size exhibition yellows. Tubes $7.00 ea. 
JR503 Paph. Double Deception 
“1st Choice’ x Macabre ‘Vini’. Very wide 
spotted petalson this sukhakulii based hybrid. 
Tubes $12.50 ea. 


Phone or e-mail for your listing 
262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, QId 4559 
Ph: 07 5442 1913 Fax: 07 5442 2406 


Email - robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
Web site — robertsonorchids.com.au 
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Open 7 days a week 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 
All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 
Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 
The Orchid Review — 6 issues per year, starting January (ISSN 0030-4476) 
If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
Orchid Review with the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK £30 
All other countries: £40 airmail/£34 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
Orchid Review without the Orchid Hybrid Registration List: UK£25 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail (Europe airmail) 
To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


Smokey Cape Orchids 


AOR 123 


“Specialising in Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, _ - - 
Dendrobiums & Oncidiums” 


SUPER SPECIAL 


All Cymbidiums half price 
Send SAE for Specials List and New Catalogue 


Nursery: Proprietors: Mick & Jan Coe 
Open by Ph/Fax: 02 6566 6454 PO Box 320 We accept 
appointment Mobile: 0411 348 311 South West Rocks Bankcard - Visa — 


8 
8 
5 
< 


only Email: arakoon@midcoast.com.au NSW 2431 Mastercard — Eftpos 
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Scientist jailed for smuggling 
Malaysia’s rarest orchids 


by Michael McCarthy 


hey have always been the most glam- 

orous, exotic flowers on earth; now 
they are the most at risk. And just why 
orchids are the world’s most threatened 
plants has become dramatically clear with 
the jailing of a senior scientist at a British 
company who was an ardent orchid col- 
lector — and smuggler. 

The attempt by Dr Sian Lim to bring 
more than 100 orchid specimens into 
Britain illegally from his native Malaysia 
involved some that are on the brink of 
extinction in the wild — specifically 
because of collectors. 

Lim, from Putney, south London, head 
of research and development at 
Medpharm, a drugs company, was caught 
at Heathrow in June 2004. He was sen- 
tenced to four months in jail at Isleworth 
Crown Court in west London after admit- 
ting 13 charges of smuggling plants that 
are protected by the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species 
(Cites). Some specimens can change 
hands for thousands of pounds. 

Customs officials and plant conserva- 
tionists who examined his haul discovered 
that 126 plants of the 130 they seized from 
his luggage were all Asian slipper orchids 
(Paphiopedilum species) — one of the 
rarest of all the 750 orchid genera, or 
groups of species. They are distinguished 
by a voluptuous lower petal, or lip, and are 
closely related to Britain’s rarest wild 
flower, the lady’s slipper (Cypripedium 
calceolus). This orchid survived as just 
one plant, guarded round the clock in a 
secret location, until recently after British 
collectors nearly wiped it out. It has now 
been planted elsewhere. 


Some Asian slipper orchids, including 
ones in Lim’s haul, are only known from a 
single location. Others may now be extinct 
in the wild, within a few short years of 
being discovered, such have been the 
plant-hunters’ activities. Lim had speci- 
mens of Paphiopedilum rothschildianum, 
named after the eminent Victorian orchid 
grower, Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild. 
Of all the species in the genus 
Paphiopedilum or slipper genus, this is 
one of the rarest in nature. Despite exten- 
sive searching for more than 100 years, it 
has been located only in a small number of 
sites on Mount Kinabalu in Borneo. A site 
recently discovered outside the Park has 
been reported to be collected-out by illegal 
plant-hunters. Paphiopedilum  gigan- 
tifolium discovered in 1997, is confined to 
Sulawesi, Indonesia, and is now thought to 
be extinct at its original location because 
of over-collecting. But it was also in Lim’s 
secret consignment. 

Judge Richard McGregor Johnson told 
Lim: “I am satisfied that you did bring in 
these orchids with a view to commercial 
gain. It is essential the courts make it plain 
that such behaviour will not be tolerated, 
in order to discourage others who might be 
tempted to follow in your footsteps.” 

All Asian slipper orchids are strictly 
regulated under CITES, being placed on 
the CITES Appendix 1, which bans com- 
pletely their trade from the wild. Dominic 
Connolly, who acted on behalf of the 
newly-established Revenue and Customs 
Prosecutions Office (RCPO), told the 
court that the international trade in orchids 
was a multimillion-dollar industry. 

“But the majority of this trade is in cul- 


AOR 035 


SHADE CLOTH 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


1830mm 
v D 30% (v/light) GREEN $5.25 ar $10.50 Per e190 
 (v/lig : : 

TOT RA TEE Ss 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 

GU ORDER 70% (medium) GREEN, BLACK $4.95 $235 $9.95 $470 

ALL EM 80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 $12.00 $550 

sM OBL 

PR per 30m roll per 30m roll 

ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $410 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $200.00 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3') and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 
ALL CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


HARDWARE 


Country Orders Welcome. 
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tivated hybrid plants,” he said. “Legal 
trade in orchids taken from the wild is very 
limited, with many countries banning their 
export. As a result there is an illegal trade 
and they are often offered for sale under 
the counter at orchid shows.” Mr Connolly 
said that Dr Lim had obtained permits for 
to import 8,980 orchids in 2003, which he 
sold at shows. 

Dr David Roberts, an orchid expert at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, who 
helped to identify Lim’s haul, said that ille- 
gal collecting and trade was pushing the 
rarest orchid species to extinction. 
Another Asian slipper orchid, discovered 
in Vietnam only in 1999 and a species 
completely new to science 
(Paphiopedilum vietnamense), had been 
driven extinct a year later, he said. Oo 

Michael McCarthy, 
Environment Editor 
The Independent (UK) 
18 January 2006 


verle 


Key Rings - Brooches 
Cuff Links - Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins - Medals 
Paperknives - Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= 9ub/ 2026 = 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 
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BOOK REVIEW by Gary Backhouse 


Vanishing Beauty: Native Costa Rican 
Orchids Vol. 1 

by Franco Pupulin and collaborators. 
Published by the University of Costa 
Rica. 

Hard cover, 460 pages. 

Cost US$140 plus postage. 


Costa Rica is a small country in Central 
America, and is only about 3/4 of the size 
of Tasmania, yet it is renowned for its 
diversity of tropical flora and fauna that 
includes over 1,400 species of orchids. I 
had the opportunity to travel through this 
beautiful country two years ago and expe- 
rience first-hand its wonderful orchids, so 
it was with a great deal of interest that I had 
a chance to review Vanishing Beauty. 

Firstly, the book itself. It is hard cover 
with dust jacket, 460 pages long, has 450 
photos of about 300 species in the 78 gen- 
era, is in large format — the page size is 33 
cm x 25 cm — and weighs a hefty 3 kg! 
This book is the first of a planned three 
volumes that will cover the 180 genera of 
orchids to be found in Costa Rica. Volume 
1 is laid out in a fashion similar to Native 
Ecuadorian Orchids by Dodson & 
Escobar, although with more extensive 
text and more photographs. It covers 78 
genera (Acianthera to Kegelialla), 
arranged alphabetically. The text for each 
genus covers its taxonomic history, distri- 
bution, number of species world-wide and 
in Costa Rica, morphological features, 
and concludes with brief cultivation 
notes. All genera are illustrated by at least 
one photograph, and for many there are 
multiple photographs. The large genus 
Epidendrum has photos of 57 species, and 
Dichaea, uncommon in cultivation in 
Australia, has photos of 23 species. A nice 
feature is the coverage of the variation in 
some species; Guarianthe (Cattleya) skin- 
neri is illustrated by 13 pages of photos of 
colour variations. The photographs are 
superb, almost all taken in a specially 


————— 
The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$40 Australia 
$45 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$50 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 
WWW.anOS.Org.au 
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designed studio, complemented by a few 
taken in the wild, and there are many stun- 
ning, full-page photos of — orchids. 
Vanishing Beauty is, in a word, magnifi- 
cent. The size, layout and great photos 
make this book a work of art as much as a 
scientific reference on Costa Rica’s 
orchids. 

‘Vanishing Beauty’ includes the latest 
taxonomic changes, which will no doubt 
confuse or irritate some readers, but the 
book is first and foremost meant to be a 
work of science. For instance, the huge 
genus Pleurothallis is being steadily split, 
and this volume includes new genera such 
as Acianthera and Anathallis. Masdevallia 
is also being split, with the familiar 
Masdevallia erinacea now Diodonopsis 
erinacea. Even the national flower of 
Costa Rica, Cattleya skinneri, has not 
escaped the changes, as it is now placed in 
the new genus Guarianthe. 

There is a fascinating account of the his- 


tory of orchidology in the region, which 
dates back to at least the 7th Century A.D., 
when gold jewellery was fashioned in the 
shape of a species of Cobniella 
(Oncidium) believed to be used as an hal- 


ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 


Masdevallias: 
Gems of the Orchid World 
by Mary Gerritsen & Ron Parsons 


$72.50 + post 


Coming soon: 


The Dendrobiums 
by Howard Wood 
Catalogue available on request or visit our 
Web Site: www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: books @orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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BOOK REVIEW. 


lucinogenic drug at the time. Then follows 
an account of the first cultivation of 
Vanilla by the Mayan people, and an 
extensive review of the contemporary 
explorers, collectors and taxonomists that 
have shaped the understanding of Costa 
Rica’s orchids today. 

The book concludes with a chapter on 
photography, showing how the superb 
photos were taken. The secret to taking 
great orchid photos? Well, you’ ll just have 
to read the book to find out! 

The book is also a dedication to the 
country, its people and its natural history. 
The title Vanishing Beauty attests to the 
fact that, like elsewhere on our planet, 
orchids and their habitats are under 
increasing pressure from an expanding 
human population. Its publication can only 
lead to an increase in appreciation of 
orchids and additional efforts for their con- 
servation. The production of this book — 


photographs, text, layout, colour separa- 
tions, production and printing — all 
occurred in Costa Rica, which in itself is a 
great achievement. The almost three pages 
of acknowledgments is testimony to the 
team of people behind the production and 
publication of this outstanding book. 
Volume 2 is due for publication in August 
2006 and vol. 3 in February 2007. This 
book and its companion volumes will 
make a magnificent addition to the library 
of anyone interested in orchids of the 
Americas. 

For purchase inquiries, contact the 
University of Costa Rica bookshop email: 
librexpo@cariari.ucr.ac.cr_ Alternatively, 
check Australian suppliers of fine orchid 
books to see if it is in stock. | 

Gary Backhouse 

7 Avandina Crescent, 
Greensborough, Victoria 3088 
Email: outbackorchids@hotmail.com 


VALE 
Bill Golding 


Senior orchid growers will be saddened to hear of the passing of Bill 


Golding. 


Bill passed away at the Townsville Hospital on December 3, 2005 after a 


long illness. 


In earlier time he was an ardent member of the Townsville Orchid Society 
and a seior and experience judge attached to the Tropical Queensland orchid 


Council. 


He grew many fine cattleyas, dendrobiums, phalaenopsis and vandas but 
will be best remembered for his fine collection of ascocendas. 

Bill at one stage was the proprietor of the nursery Magnetic Orchids which 
was well known for the production of fine ascocendas. 

The nursery became the gathering place for local orchid growers where 
many interesting, entertaining and enjoyable orchid discussions took place. 

Although experiencing failing and declining health, Bill maintained an 
interest in orchids and general horticulture until his passing. 


Hills District Orchids 


(Prop. David P. Banks) 
Summer Open Day 


Sunday 26 February 2006 


@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 
9am til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 
Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies. 
also attending: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids & Miriam Ann Orchids 
Spring Open Day 8th October 2006, plus hosting Easy Orchids Open Day 3rd December 2006 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: davidpbanks@veritel.com.au 
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ORCHIDS 


We're just off the Highway 
halfway between Brisbane 
and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway 
Overpass. 


We are only 4km on the right at the 
corner of Phillip Charley Drive 
and the Oxley Highway. 


KKK 


We stock a wide range of 
orchid species and hybrids. 


Lycaste, Dendrobium, 
Oncidium and Catts. 


The latest Paphiopedilium 
breeding from around the 
world is always on sale. 


Some rarely available 
Paph. species will soon 
be released. 


Send us your wish list as 
many plants not listed are 
available in small numbers. 


KKK 


For your FREE LISTS, write, 
phone, email or just drop in 
and see for yourself. 


Open 8am to 4pm. 


We are closed Sundays and 
Public Holidays. 


KKK 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


e-mail prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE 
NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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Brevilongium, 
a new orchid genus 
from the Neotropics 


he new genus Brevilongium was pub- 

lished in the French publication 
Richardiana (6[1]:47. 2005). Here is the 
original English manuscript. 

Species of Oncidium section Serpentia 
(Kraenzl.) Garay, recently placed in the 
genus Ofoglossum Garay & Dusnterv., are 
recognized as a_ distinct genus 
Brevilongium. 

Recent molecular study by Norris 
Williams and his colleagues (2001) 
showed that species of Oncidium section 
Serpentia (Kraenzl.) Garay were out of 
place in Oncidium Sw. and they trans- 
ferred them to Otoglossum Garay & 
Dunsterv. While this is acceptable in a 
purely phylogenetic classification, it is an 


Florafest pty ta 


PO Box 583 = Bulimba 4171 
Phone 04 1219 2362 Fax O07 4630 1102 
www. florafest.com.au 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


Oncidium Alliance Compots 


Mini Compots (8 plants) $25 
Maxi Compots (15 plants) $45 


Plants 100+mm tall 
Sent in Sterile Plastic Containers and 
are ready to pot on into 100+mm pots 
Minimum Order $70 
All sent freight free within Australia 


7663 Beallara Diana Dunn ‘Florafest' 

7696 Beallara Marfitch 'Unicorn Splendor’ 

8841 Colmanara Wildcat 'Gold Ring’ 

7682 Colmanara Wildcat ‘Mutation’ 

7997 Colmanara Wildcat 'Red Ned' 

8952 Degamoara Flying High ‘Concorde’ 

8936 Degamoara Toy Soldier ‘Volcano Queen' 
8858 Miltassia Zanzibar 'Desert Delight’ 

8951 Miltonidium Bartley Schwarz 'Big Bart’ 

8976 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata 'Mambo Moon' 
8978 Odontocidium Cherry Fudge ‘V for Victory’ 
8961 Odontocidium Goldfinger ‘Florafest’ 

8953 Odontonia Debutante 'Fragrant Beauty’ 
8982 Odontonia Lorraine's 14th WOC 'Okika Red! 
8854 Odontonia Tropical Heat Wave ‘Abracadabra’ 
8813 Oncidium Little Cherry 'Honjo' 

8890 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'Prolific' 

8870 Oncidium Sharry Baby 'White Flash' 

8863 Oncidium Sweet Sugar 'Flower Shower' 
7661 Wilsonara Fredric Ross ‘Florafest' 


All Easy Growers (Tolerate extreme heat 
& cold) Prolific flowerers (2 to 3 times per year) 
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by Eric A. Christenson 


unsatisfactory resolution of the problem 
given the remarkably different morphol- 
ogy of the two groups, including the nearly 
unique dimorphic inflorescences found in 
section Serpentia. The genus Otoglossum, 
in the strict sense, forms a quite coherent 
group of morphologically similar species. 
The addition of the species of section 
Serpentia needlessly destabilizes the util- 
ity of this genus. 

Both Williams et al. (2001) and the fol- 
low-up article by Chase and Williams 
(2001) emphasize the similarity in growth 
habit between species of Otoglossum and 
those of Oncidium section Serpentia. They 
are simply wrong in their interpretation of 
basic plant morphology and are comparing 
unrelated structures — a rhizome in 
Otoglossum versus a specialized inflores- 
cence in section Serpentia. Plants of 
Otoglossum are trailing plants by virtue of 
a stout woody rhizome that separates indi- 
vidual growths. Plants of Oncidium sec- 
tion Serpentia, on the other hand, have a 
very different growth pattern. 

Seedlings of this group produce a plant- 
let typical of the subtribe although it 
appears that recent authors have not exam- 
ined juvenile plants. The first growth aris- 
ing from the protocorm consists of roots, a 
pseudobulb subtended by foliaceous 
bracts, and a single terminal leaf. This then 
produces a second growth, and a third, and 
so on, resulting in a small caespitose plant. 
After several growths have accumulated 
the plant then produces an extremely elon- 
gate slender inflorescence which generally 
does not produce any flowers. After elon- 
gating, this sterile inflorescence then goes 
on to produce keikis (plantlets) at the 
nodes. These keikis usually mature a sin- 
gle growth and continue with flowers on 
short, often single-flowered, fertile inflo- 
rescences. 

The elongate, sterile inflorescences are 
axillary from within the innermost folia- 
ceous bract. This point of origin defines 
this structure as an inflorescence and not a 
rhizome. Some of these elongate inflores- 
cences can appear to bear flowers directly 
on short branches but this is an artifact of 
a jumbled growth pattern. The keikis that 
normally produce fertile inflorescences 
can develop their vegetative organs at dif- 


ferent rates. Thus a node may bear just a 
root, a shoot with no root, or just the fertile 
inflorescence, although in my experience 
such inflorescences usually are associated 
with a root indicating their being part of a 
keiki still to form. The only other orchid 
species known to me that has this system 
of long and short shoots is Phalaenopsis 
pulchra (Rchb.f.) Sweet. 

In addition to vegetative differences, 
inflorescences of true Ofoglossum are 
stout, erect, long-pedunculate, cylindric 
racemes quite different from the short- 
pedunculate, few-flowered racemes of 
section Serpentia. The flowers of true 
Otoglossum are glossy and typically have 
a labellum subequal to or smaller than the 
sepals and petals. This contrasts with 
species of section Serpentia which have 
flowers that are not particularly glossy and 
typically have a labellum significantly 
larger than the sepals and petals. 

I take this opportunity to publish a new 
genus for these species but note that sig- 
nificant research is needed to more pre- 
cisely define species concepts in the 
group. And, like so many poorly studied 
groups, published photographs are needed 
to allow a common basis for communica- 
tion. 


Brevilongium E. A. Christenson. 
TYPE: Oncidium globuliferum Kunth 
Etymology: From the Latin brevi-, 

meaning short, and longus, meaning long, 

referring to the dimorphic short fertile and 
long sterile inflorescences. 
Brevilongium globuliferum (Kunth) E. 

A. Christenson 
basionym: Oncidium — globuliferum 

Kunth, Noy. Gen. Sp. Pl. 1:347. 1816. 

TYPE: COLOMBIA. Popayan, Humboldt 

& Bonpland 2072 (holotype: P!) 
Brevilongium harlingii (Stacy) E. A. . 

Christenson 
basionym: Oncidium harlingii Stacy, 

Bot. Mus. Leafl. 26:58. 1978. TYPE: 

ECUADOR. Prov. Morona-Santiago, 

Road to Limén, Harling & Andersson 

12835 (holotype: AMES) 

Brevilongium luerorum (Dods.) E. A. 

Christenson 
basionym: Oncidium luerorum Dods., 

Orquideologia 20:91. 1996. TYPE: 
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The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to 
| offer their readers popular Orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 
All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the 
details on the form provided. 


ORCHIDS COOL FLOWERING 


COOL FLOWERING 


Cultivation, Propagation 
and Varieties 
by David P. Banks 


“Orchids” is an irresistible volume for 
all orchid lovers that offers practical 
advise to ensure no more flowerless 
stalks, no more browned and brittle 
leaves and no more dead and dying | _ 
plants. Indeed, “Orchids” offers rare | 
insights and comprehensive advice | 
on how to keep your orchids vibrant 
ly and beautifully healthy. 


As detailed as it is diverse, “Orchids” 
explains precisely what your chosen 
species, hybrids or variant needs in 
order to flourish at your fingertips. 
With techniques and tips from pro- 
fessional orchid growers and 
experts, each natural habitat can be 
reproduced in your home to accommodate your favourite bloom. Fascinating and 
richly descriptive chapters take you through the history of orchid discovery, their geo- 
graphical distribution and natural habitat, the awesome diversity of colour, shape and 
size, and all aspects of cultivation. A gloriously illustrated directory of species outlines 
the main characteristics of some 400 orchids. Illustrated with breathtaking images, 


“Orchids” is an excellent guide to OURDISCOUNT PRICE $40.95, 


growing orchids successfully. 
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224pp. Colour throughout. 
215 x 280mm _ Soft cover. 


MORE 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the 
same format and style as the previous 
book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler 
climates. This volume covers a further 314 
orchid species and hybrids with 344 
colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly 
newcomers who wish to see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could grow. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


22 1som —UROSCOUNTE $425.22, 


ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid 
grower and photographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool 
growing orchid genera, which are easy to culti- 
vate in New Zealand and southern Australia. 
Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed 
adaptable and will grow in a range of climates. 
Andy Easton has written the foreword. Ross has 
devoted the first few pages of the book to cul- 
tural hints, which are down to earth and give 
practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 


This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 
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THE WORLD 


OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people 
for their time and effort. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 

It should be pointed out that the methods of cul- 
ture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, as 


rend carpe differently under differ- OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S19. 50. 
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INTRODUCING 


CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 
Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
| blooms and extensive range of colour | 
' combinations, has prompted Noni to | 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under shade- 
house conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, as 
well as the experienced growers of other 
orchid genera, may be encouraged to | 
introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their 
collections. 
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IN YOUR GARDEN 
by Robert Friend 


James Neal “ 


GROWING ORCHIDS 


This book is essential reading and reference } 
for any person who grows, or is intending to 
grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, | 

explains and elaborates on light conditions, | 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and | | 
diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are 
named and the implications of growing seed- | 
lings, illustrate some of the more difficult | 
ideas for the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully | 
the topics under discussion and the orchid 
names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 
ject more easily understood. : Pa 


56 pages, colour and B&W. — 


WHAT ORCHID IS 


THAT? 
| Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for cen- 
turies it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As the 
brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these 
_ | extraordinary flowers continue to produce a 
shock of wonder in the viewer. 


Just about wherever you live in the world, 
=| you can grow orchids in your garden. In 
this exciting book, Robert Friend shows 

gardeners how to introduce orchids into 
"4 the garden by attaching them to trees, fix- 
j ing them to rocks and walls, or planting 
them directly into garden beds. 


§ He has traveled the world from Florida to 

#] the cool forests of North America, to the 

bey 4%) tropics of the Pacific Rim and to his origins 

“ih, ay age in Australasia, searching for new ideas 

Rob EG.M. Friend Veer} and new ways to cultivate these striking 
WF : plants. 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The author details more than 500 orchid choices for every garden situation and sup- 
plies practical cultivation information in thorough charts and tables. 


Growing Orchids in Your Garden Serrerepeneeemarensnemn 

offers an array of dramatic ideas for OUR DISCOUNT PRICE 
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The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
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geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
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SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 


around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing of 
5 ; 


just looking, this is the ultimate guide 7 DISCOUNT PRICE 


to orchids. ON L 


304 pages, colour. 


| genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring limit- 
ed space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


Subscribe now to the 


Australian 
Orchid Review 


Australia’s premier orchid 
magazine covering all genera 


| The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its histo- 
i ry, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultivation 
i and hybrids, along with a drawing showing 
I the main parts of the plant and flower, plus m6 

a colour plate providing an easy means of WALTER T. UPTON 

identification. 


# 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


; This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 
informative Dendrobium Orchids of '% PRI . 
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ECUADOR. Prov. Napo, Baeza to Lago 
Agrio, 1500 m, 1 Aug 1978, Luer et al. 
3232 (holotype: MO; isotype: SEL) 

Brevilongium palaciosii (Dods.) E. A. 
Christenson 

basionym: Oncidium palaciosii Dods., 
Orquideologia 20:97. 1996. TYPE: 
ECUADOR. Prov. Napo, Baeza to Lago 
Agrio, Faldas del Volcan Reventador, 
1650 m, 11 Oct 1990, Palacois 6152 
(holotype: QCNE; isotype: RPSC) 

Brevilongium sancti-pauli (Kraenzl.) 
E. A. Christenson 

basionym:  Oncidium _ sancti-pauli 
Kraenzl., Pflanzenr. IV, 50:168. 1922. 
TYPE: COLOMBIA. Lehmann s.n. (holo- 
type: W!) 

Brevilongium scansor (Rchb.f.) E. A. 
Christenson 

basionym: Oncidium scansor Rchb f., 
Linnaea = 22:844. 1849. TYPE: 
VENEZUELA. Prov. Merida, 6000’, Oct 
1846, Funk & Schlim 1022 (holotype: W!) 

Brevilongium serpens (Lindl.) E. A. 
Christenson 

basionym: Oncidium serpens Lindl., 
Gen. & Sp. Orch. Pl. 204. 1833. TYPE: 
ECUADOR. Patacocha, road _ to 
Esmeraldas, 6000 ft., Col. Hall 4 (holo- 
type: K!) Brevilongium serpens was 
recorded for Peru based solely on the type 
specimen at a time when Ecuador was 
included in a greater Peru. Iam unaware of 
any modern distribution record of B. ser- 
pens from Peru as it is currently defined. 

Brevilongium trachycaulon (Schltr.) E. 
A. Christenson 

basionym: Oncidium — trachycaulon 
Schltr., Repert. Spec. Nov. Regni Veg. 
Beih. 7:191. 1920. TYPE: COLOMBIA. 
Cauca, ca. 2500 m, M. Maduro s.n. (holo- 
type: B, destroyed). This species has been 
included in a broadly defined B. serpens. 
However, the very differently propor- 
tioned lip lobing, with B. trachycaulon 
having a transversely reniform midlobe, 
convinces me to keep them as separate 
species at this time. 
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Townsville 


Orchid Society Inc. — 
Life Membership 


Left to right, back row: Lister Arrowsmith, Wal Nicholson, Warren Sewell. Front row: Jean 


Nicholson, Phyllis Merritt, Clara Sewell 


t the recent Annual General 
Meeting of the Townsville Orchid 
society Inc, it was decided to acknowl- 
edge the untiring efforts, over a number 
of years, of a number of our members. 
Because there can sometimes be a 
little dissension in many societies and 
clubs, when members are granted life 
membership, we have refrained from 
doing so for fifteen years or more until 
last year. However now that the ice has 
been broken it was decided to grant 
Life Membership to the following 
longtime diligent workers: 


Phyllis Merritt 
Lister Arrowsmith 
Warren Sewell 


50 years 
31 years 
26 years 
Clara Sewell 

Wal. Nicholson 
Jean Nicholson 


26 years 
23 years 
23 years 


Lister worked tirelessly for the soci- 
ety in partnership with his late wife 
Hilda for many years, as treasurer and 
in other positions. He was a pillar of 
strength to the president during the 
preparation of the 8th Australian 
Orchid Conference held in Townsville 
in 1983 (first time outside a capital 
city). Lister was involved in the pur- 


chase of our first clubhouse in Pioneer 
Park. 

Phyllis’s husband Ron has been a life 
member for many years due to his work 
in a number of executive positions over 
many years, particularly the early years 
of the society. Without the assistance of 
Phyllis this would not have been possi- 
ble. She too held down a number of 
positions and made her home available 
for meetings, working hard for the 
society over a lengthy period. 

Warren is at present our treasurer 
while Clare is a vice president. Both of 
them have always been where the work 
is and have served in a number of posi- 
tions on the committee. They have both 
been of great assistance during the con- 
struction of our new hall. 

Wal and Jean are currently president 
and secretary and have both served in 
these positions previously. During their 
twenty-three years’ membership Wal 
has been a committee member for all 
but two years with Jean not far behind. 
It would be difficult to name another 
husband and wife team where both 
have served as president, secretary and 
treasurer, let alone other duties per- 
formed. | 
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Phalaenopsis amabilis var. aurea forma concolor 


Qi ince the publication of my 2001 book 
\ Phalaenopsis, a Monograph. (Timber 
Press, Portland, Oregon), a few additional 
pieces of information have come to light. 
They are discussed here because of the 
economic importance and _ horticultural 
popularity of the genus. 


Phalaenopsis amabilis 


Phalaenopsis amabilis var. aurea f. 
concolor D. Baume & Christenson, forma 
nov. 

TYPE: BORNEO. Sabah, without pre- 
cise locality, imported in a commercial 
shipment, D. Baume s.n. (holotype: CBG; 
isotype: K). 

Differt a varietatibus aureis labellis con- 
coloris sine ruberis differt. 

Etymology: From the Latin concolor, 
meaning, uniform in colour referring to the 
solid yellow lip devoid of red markings. 

In every aspect other than the lack of red 
pigments in the lip this form corresponds 
with plants of P. amabilis var. aurea 
(Hort.) Rolfe. The plants have been line 


34 


by Eric A. Christenson 


bred for three generations by David and 
Anika Baume and have proven completely 
uniform from seed. It has proven as vigor- 
ous as other colour morphs of P. amabilis 
and shows none of the weakness in growth 
exhibited by some unusual colour strains 
of other species. 


Phalaenopsis deliciosa 
Phalaenopsis deliciosa (Rchb.f.) Sweet 
Phalaenopsis wightii var. amethystina 


cal Sree { 


Phalaenopsis mysorensis — plant in bloom 


he) ives 


[Rchb.f.] Burbidge, The Garden 22:119. 
1882, syn. nov. 

Phalaenopsis _wightii var.  hebe 
[Rehb.f.] Burbidge, The Garden 22:119. 
1882, syn. nov. 

All authors, including myself, over- 
looked these two insignificant names. I 
have included Reichenbach in brackets 
because while the names are no doubt con- 
nected to the earlier use of both names by 
him at the species level, no direct link was 
published in the text. That, or they could 
be cited as “Hort. ex Burbidge”, but that 
serves little purpose. 


Phalaenopsis mysorensis 

Phalaenopsis mysorensis Saldanha 

Suranjan Fernando recently discovered 
plants of this rare species in Sri Lanka 
greatly extending the range of the species. 
Previously, it was known only as a narrow 
endemic in southern India. Not surpris- 
ingly, this miniature orchid has been over- 
looked despite rather detailed study of the 
flora (Jayaweera, 1981). Here is a descrip- 
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Phalaenopsis mysorensis — flower from side 


tion (edited) provided by Fernando based 
on his Sri Lankan find. 

Epiphytic herbs. Roots flat, green, 2.5 
mm broad, tapering along branches. Stems 
short, 4.5-6.5 mm long. Leaves 2, rarely 3, 
oblong-elliptic, coriaceous, base narrowed 
toa short petiole, apex acute, 2.3-4.6 x 0.8- 
1.5 cm. Inflorescences short racemes 1 .4- 
2 cm long, purplish-violet, the floral bracts 
ovate, acute, | mm long. Ovary with pedi- 
cel 2-4 mm long. Flowers 1-4, white, 6-7 
mm across, the lateral lip lobes yellow. 
Dorsal sepal obovate, obtuse, 3-veined, 4 
x 2.5 mm. Lateral sepals broadly ovate, 
slightly oblique, subacute, 4-veined, 4.4 x 
3.5 mm. Petals obovate, slightly oblique, 
obtuse, 3-veined, 3.6 x 2.5 mm. Lip 3- 
lobed, the lateral lobes erect, 46x 1mm, 
slightly toothed on the margin, the mid- 
lobe triangular, 4.7 x 3 mm, thickened at 
the base, with a linear callus and 2 pairs of 
unequal antenna-like calli. Fruit an oblong 
capsule, 13 x 4mm. 
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Phalaenopsis mysorensis — flower from front 


Phalaenopsis mysorensis — drawing of plant 


ae 


Phalaenopsis mysorensis — drawing of dis- 
sected flower 
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Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au 
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Sick of writing plant tags? 
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Web: www.tags.net.au 
9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic.3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 


RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA 
RP 
The major A of ia blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


A> 
N 
FIGHTING BLINDNESS 


For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


www.retinaAustralia.com.au 


‘Hans Schaible 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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Dividing Stanhopeas 


wo of my large Stanhopea species 

failed to flower well this summer. Not 
surprising, really, as they hadn’t been re- 
potted for about ten years, and their bas- 
kets were full of back-bulbs! I hadn’t 
bothered to re-pot while they continued to 
flower well but obviously the time had 
arrived when re-potting was essential. The 
main reason that I’d delayed this task was 
that many of the new growths had made 
their way between the struts of the wire 
basket, and large parts of the plant were 
growing outside the confines of the bas- 
kets. 

The only way to remove these plants 
without damage was first to dismantle the 
basket, using bolt cutters. An expensive 
exercise, if I hadn’t taken advantage of the 
council’s recent “hard rubbish” collection 
day to acquire several wire baskets that 
less frugal fellow residents had discarded! 
Next I needed to acquire suitable material 
to line the new baskets. Again, this was 
accomplished at no expense, thanks to the 
council’s generosity in providing several 
paperbark trees (Melaleuca) in a nearby 
street! These trees shed their outermost 
layers of bark in summer, and you can eas- 
ily find the odd sheet lying on the nature 
strip. If you intend to strip a piece from the 
tree, perhaps you should do it at night, 
when you’re less easily recognised by the 
neighbours! 

The only problem associated with the 
use of paperbark as a basket liner is in 
deciding how many layers one should use. 
Too few and the paperbark decays prema- 
turely, allowing the potting mix to escape. 
Too many, and the descending flower 
spikes are unable to force their way 
through the liner. Short of re-potting your 
stanhopeas every year, there’s no way to 
determine how many spikes (if any) have 
aborted. I usually choose strips of bark 
about 1 mm thick and hope for the best! 

If you need to buy new baskets, choose 
those with a sizable gap between the wires 
or bars. As I’ve noted before, Stanhopea 
spikes have no sense, and are just as likely 
to head straight for the wires or bars, rather 
than for the gaps between them. As often 
as not, they then abort, rather than making 
their way around. Also, choose a shallow 
basket, rather than a deep one. The reason 
is that Stanhopea spikes are said to abort if 
required to force their way through more 
than about 100 mm of potting mix before 
they encounter the liner. I overcome this 
difficulty, if deep baskets are the only ones 
available, by planting my stanhopeas near 
the edge of the basket, so that the flower 
spikes emerge through the side, rather than 
the bottom. 
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By Brian Milligan 


Stanhopea nigroviolacea, the most commonly seen species in cultivation. 


In the past I’ve had satisfactory results 
using 5-10 mm pine bark as_ potting 
medium, but this year I’ve also potted a 
couple of my Stanhopea divisions in a mix 
of the currently fashionable coconut husks 
and perlite (4:1). Although it’s possible to 
pack this mix quite tightly, I’ve deliber- 
ately not done so, in the hope that next 
year’s flower spikes will find their way 
through the mix more easily. 

My baskets were then hung from the 
shade-house roof, where they will receive 
only filtered light during summer but as 
much light as possible during winter. 
Quite a few stanhopeas are suitable for 
shade-house culture in southern Australia, 
with the tropical lowland species needing 
the luxury of a heated glasshouse during 
the colder months. Stanhopea nigrovio- 
lacea, S. oculata, S.inodora, S. tigrina and 
S. wardii flower well for me in the shade- 


house and the hybrid  Stanhopea 
Spindleriana (S. oculata x S. tigrina) also 
grows and flowers well without heat. This 
hybrid was first made by the English nurs- 
eryman James Veitch 120 years ago (in 
1885). 

Stanhopea flowers may last a few days 
only but they create more interest in that 
short time than do many other orchids that 
last for weeks. It also provides a thrill 
when one succeeds in bringing a Stanhopea 
in flower to an orchid meeting (by the law 
of averages, only once every ten years, if 
you grow only one plant!). Of course, 
transporting stanhopeas without damaging 
their massive, pendant flowers is a chal- 
lenge, while it’s essential to drive with all 
the car windows open to avoid choking on 
the overpowering “perfume”! a 

Brian Milligan, 
North Balwyn, Victoria 
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ave you ever complained about 

the high cost of our orchid 
hobby? As the following paragraphs 
will show, orchids have never been 
so cheap! 

Recently Gerald McCraith gave 
me seven orchid catalogues issued 
by A.J. Keeling & Sons, “Orchid 
Specialists” in 
Bradford, 
Yorkshire, dur- 
ing the 1920s. 
They were not 
general cata- 
logues, with 
one exception 
each being 
devoted to 
the sale of 
orchids belonging 
to a recently deceased or retired 
gentleman grower. The exception 
was a “Special Offer of Choice 
Duplicate Orchids from a Well- 
known Collection in the North of 
England”. Obviously the grower did 
not want to reveal his identity, as the 
sale of his orchid divisions could 
mean that he had fallen on hard 
times! 

These were substantial offerings, 
ranging from 252 to 1230 lots. The 
prices asked for the “choice dupli- 
cates” averaged about £5 per plant, 
the lowest being £1.1.0, while the 
highest (for Paphiopedilum Mem. 
EM. Ogilvie Rex FCC) was £60. 
For those youngsters born after dec- 
imal currency was introduced | 
should explain that £1.1.0 is one 
pound, one shilling and no pence, 
on conversion worth $2.10. Bear in 
mind that a working man’s wage 
was probably less than £5 per week 
in those days. On that basis, the 
price of this highly awarded slipper 
orchid equates to about $6000 
today*. Orchid growing was cer- 
tainly not a working man’s hobby in 
those days! 

Prices for some orchids in the 
other collections were generally 
less, beginning at 2s.6d. (two 
shillings and sixpence, equivalent to 


The High Cost 
of Orchids 


by Brian Milligan 


25 cents when we converted to dec- 
imal currency; about $25 in today’s 
values). The average price per plant 
was about £2, rising to a breathtak- 
ing peak of £105 for a “wonderfully 
fine” Odontoglossum Hardyanum 
with flowers of “immense size and 
perfect shape”. Curiously, this 
orchid had not been awarded, 
whereas many 
others of lesser 
price had 


FCCs or AMs. 
In general, 
hybrid orchids 


were more highly 
priced than species. 
You could buy 
Paphiopedilum 
bellatulum for only 
2s.6d., while the 
highly desirable Paphiopedilum 
insigne ‘Sanderae’ was only 15s.0d. 
In another catalogue, Miltonia 
vexillaria ‘D.G. Owen’, a piece of 
the original plant, was offered for 
£8.10s.0d. Sounds expensive? It 
was a bargain, compared with the 
£1375 which Sir Jeremiah Colman 
paid for the only three existing 
plants of this Miltonia (now a 
Miltoniopsis) about twenty years 


previously! 
Elsewhere, two plants of 
Odontoglossum crispum _ ‘Pitti- 


anum’ FCC/RHS were offered for 
sale at £36 and £21. These were 
divisions of one of the rarest and 
most highly prized “blotched 
crispums”’ that were collected from 
the wild in the late nineteenth cen- 
tury. A Mr. H.T. Pitt had paid 1150 
guineas (over £1200) for this orchid 
at auction in 1904! Orchid prices 
were actually falling by the 1920s, 
and after the great depression and 
World War 2 that followed, would 
never be as high again. 

* For simplicity, I have omitted 
the fact that the English pound (ster- 
ling) at the time was worth 25% 
more than the Australian pound. 

; Brian Milligan, 
North Balwyn, Victoria 
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Hills District Orchids 
Summer Open Day — 
26th February 2006 


It won’t be long before the first of the 
major orchid events of 2006 is with us. The 
Hills District Orchids Summer Open Day 
will be held on Sunday 26th February 2006. 
Also attending on the day will be Tinonee 
Orchid Nursery (Ray Clement — 02 6553- 
1012), Macquarie Native Orchids (Mike 
Harrison — 02 4576-3290) and Miriam Ann 
Orchids (Alan Merriman — 02 4739-5 141) 
for all your fertilizers and orchid related 
chemicals. The Open Day is held at Hills 
District Orchids, 183 Windsor Road 
Northmead 2152 (next to “The Home 
Team”). Starts at 9am, going until 4pm. 
Please park in Mary Street or Windermere 
Avenue. Light refreshments available on 
the day. Stay for the lunchtime sausage siz- 
zle! Email: davidpbanks@veritel.com.aull 


Sydney International 
Orchid Fair: 31st March & 
Ist, 2nd April 2006 


This most popular event will again be 
held at the Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle 
Hill Showground, on the corner of 
Showground and Carrington Roads, Castle 
Hill. It will be a little earlier this year, being 
held from Friday 31st March to Sunday 2nd 
April 2006. 9am — Spm Friday and 
Saturday, 9am — 3pm on Sunday. Vendors 
for 2006 include: Aranbeem Orchids, 
Aussie Plant Tags, Dark Star Orchids, 
David Keanelly Orchids, Easy Orchids, 
Fong Ping Orchids, Hills District Orchids, 
Horticultural Solutions, Iris Haven, 
Johnston’s Orchids, Macquarie Native 
Orchids, Melanquin Gardens (Bromeliads), 
Miriam Ann Orchids, Nicky’s Slippers, 
Orchid Oasis, Orchid Pot Company, Orchid 
Species Plus, Orchidaceous Books, P & R 
Orchids, Robertson’s Orchids, Rosella 
Orchids, Schaeffer’s Orchids, Tinonee 
Orchid Nursery, Wirra Willa Orchids and 
Carnivorous Plants. 

For more details Visit 
www.orchidfair.com.au a 


Queensland 
Orchid Society 
Autumn Orchid Show 


In Brisbane on Friday 24th, Saturday 
25th and Sunday 26th March next the 
Queensland Orchid Society will be staging 
its very popula’ AUTUMN ORCHID 
SHOW. 

This is at the Botanic Gardens 
Auditorium, Mt. Coot-tha commencing at 
9.00am on these days, with admission as 
low as $3 per adult, and children under 16 
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years admitted free. 

At this time of the year Queensland’s flo- 
ral emblem, Dendrobium bigibbum (pro- 
nounced BI-GIBB-UM) will be in flower, 
along with a spectacular array of modern 
dendrobium hybrids which can trace their 
ancestry back to Den. bigibbum. 

Reference to the attachment of a previous 
Q.0.S. Autumn Show has colour pictures 
of Den. bigibbum and its very modern prog- 
eny, Den. Kuranda Classic, which won 
GRAND CHAMPION of the Show. 

Visitors to our Orchid Show will be able 
to view a very wide range of magnificent 
flowering orchids. 

They will be able to obtain helpful advice 
from experienced growers giving potting 
demonstrations. 

The PLANT SALES section will be 
offering established orchid plants (many in 
flower) at very reasonable prices. 

Advice on the best plants to suit different 
growing conditions is readily available to 
novice growers.. 

The major raffle is for $100 worth of 
flowering orchids (drawn at 4 pm Sunday). 
Tickets are $1 each. 

In addition, spot raffles will be held in 
the hall each day and will be drawn as soon 
as 100 tickets have been sold. 

Also, visitors will be able to refresh 
themselves with morning and afternoon 
teas. Oo 


Australian Orchid 
Council — 
Orchid of the Year 


For the second time in three years a 
Townsville Orchid Society Inc member, 
Charlie Truscott (Chairman of our Show 
Sub-committee), has been awarded A.O.C. 
Orchid of the Year for 2004 with Cattleya 
Burdekin Dream ‘DJ.’ 

Previously, in 2002, Charlie won with 
Phalaenopsis Carmella’s Wonder ‘Sharon’. 

The selection process for this award is 
quite complex; all orchids which are 


Distance Education 


ORCHIDS 


= HORTICULTURE 
= CUT FLOWERS 
= PROPAGATION a FERNS 
= PLANT BREEDING @ ROSES 
m TISSUE CULTURE HERBS 

= HYDROPONICS —_m BUSINESS 
@ HOME VEGETABLE GROWING 

m@ PERMACULTURE = LANDSCAPING 
= DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING (ACA Accredited) 
m@ FREELANCE WRITING @ AROMATHER 


nine INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
WWW.dcs.edu.au PH: 07 5530 4855.6 
WW -OCS.EQU.aU FH: 07 55304 


He 
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awarded are judged by local judging 
groups; members of which have studied for 
many years and “practised” as associate 
judges before becoming qualified. The 
awards are then considered by the 
Australian Orchid Council judging panel 
from transparencies (slides) and descrip- 
tion. All orchids awarded First Class 
Certificate (F.C.C.) during each year are 
then judged by panels throughout Australia, 
from transparencies and description, to 
select the one declared “Orchid of the 
Year”. 

To receive this award once is recognition 
of a grower’s competence, but to do so 
twice is outstanding. We all, locally, recog- 
nise Charlie’s superiority from the number 
of grand champions he has won at our 
shows, now he has achieved national 
prominence. Considering that he spends 
much time away from home, in his employ- 
ment, this is an outstanding result. | 


Central Coast Orchid & 
Bridal Spectacular: 28th, 
29th & 30th July 2006 


The Inaugural Central Coast Orchid & 
Bridal Spectacular (formerly the Original 
Gosford Orchid Spectacular) will be held at 
the regular unchanged venue of Gosford 
Showground, Showground Rd, Gosford 
from Friday 28th to Sunday 30th July 2006. 
The Original Gosford Orchid & Floral 
Spectacular will, in 2006 be presented in an 
exciting new format that will also feature an 
all-encompassing Bridal Fair. This is guar- 
anteed to attract higher number of visitors 
to this popular and friendly event. The 
Gosford Showground Trust advises all the 
features that have become such an impor- 
tant part of the Orchid Spectacular will con- 
tinue as in the past, i.e. Themed Displays & 
Competition, Direct from Grower Sales, 
Demonstrations etc. With Orchid Growers 
coming from South Australia, Queensland 
and many areas in New South Wales, this 
Event provides the perfect opportunity to 


Cedarvale 


Orchids 


Specialist breeders of Australian 
Native Orchid Species and Hybrids 
* Mail orders our specialty 
* Phone prior to visiting 
* Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


email: cedarvaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 
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source, purchase and make savings on var- 
ied and high quality Orchid plants, 
Seedlings and supplies including Species, 
Bromeliads & Natives etc. There will be 
experts on hand to assist with any queries 
you may have. Members of various Orchid 
Societies and vendors create the spectacular 
themed Displays in the Hall; these are 
always very imaginative and attractive with 
Rosettes being awarded to the winning 
exhibits. For a bride-to-be seeking inspira- 
tion to plan for their perfect day attending 
this Event will be the answer. All manner of 
Bridal goods and services will be show- 
cased on a scale previously not catered for 
on the Central Coast. A minimal Gate Fee 
will cover Entry to the Grounds, there is 
free parking on site and a Courtesy 
Bus will be running to & from Gosford 
Railway Station. For more info, visit 
www.gosfordshowground.com.au | 


Victorian International 
Orchid Fair: 19th, 20th & 
21st May 2006 


Again this event will be held at the St 
Sava Church Hall, Diamond Creek Road, 
Greensborough. Apart from a range of 
local and interstate vendors, there will be 
free cultural talks held over the weekend. 
Free entry with plenty of parking. Bus 


trips most welcome. Enquiries: Bill 
Miles on 035345 6387 or email: 
miles@netconnect.com.au | 


Mingara Orchid Fair: 24th 
& 25th June 2006 


This relatively new Fair on the Central 
Coast of New South Wales has quickly 
gained a large following, now well and truly 
replacing the “on again, off again” Peats 
Ridge Orchid Fairy. Held at the Mingara 
Recreation Club at Tumbi Umbi. For more 


info email: brian_duno@bigpond.com 

or phone Phil Spence on 

0408-994696. a 
World Wide SPECIES 


ORCHIDS mail Order 


Flasks, Seedlings, F lowering size. 


Burleigh Park Orchid 


Nursery 

54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 
4815. Ph/Fax 0747 740 008 

Lists by mail or email: 

ian@speciesorchids.com 
www .speciesorchids.com 

Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 

Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 

Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


February and March can produce all 
kinds of weather changes and coping with 
that can be a challenge for orchid growers. 
We grow our plants in small containers 
making them totally dependent on us for 
their well-being so we need to be able to 
adapt our growing conditions to suit the 
plants, and that involves trying to beat 
nature to a certain degree. 

February in temperate Australia can be 
anything from very hot and dry to very hot 
and humid along the coast — you know, 
sticky and steamy with little air move- 
ment. There can also be very welcome 
southerly changes. They produce a sudden 
chill which can damage some plants as 
well as sudden and severe thunderstorms 
which can do a lot more damage, particu- 
larly if there is hail. Check there are no tree 
branches overhanging your collection that 
are weakened by borers or anything else 
and get them removed before they are bro- 
ken in strong winds. After a storm, check 
your plants for any damage. Repot any that 
may have been knocked over and had 
media lost and look for broken pseudob- 
ulbs and leaves. Remove the damaged bits 
remembering that a pseudobulb will con- 
tinue to produce new growths from its base 
if that is left intact. Check for damage to 
the covering of your growing area and 
repair it or the next storm may do more 
damage. 

March can be hot, but can also see the 
first frosts in inland areas. Add to this the 
potential for drought breaking flood rain 
and it,s easy to see why growers have to 
keep their wits about them. 

Hopefully there will be rain to give 
growers some relief from water restric- 
tions. Try to make the most of it. 
Remember that sealed houses don,t get the 
benefit of rain and will quickly dry out in 
the still warm conditions. You will need to 
be sure to water them even if it does man- 
age to rain. Keep the fans running for 
these next few months but also check the 
heaters are ready and working as they may 
be needed at any time. The autumn flow- 
ering natives produce buds now. As many 
are of tropical origin or have parents that 
are, they can be sensitive to sudden cold 
snaps in temperate areas which cause bud 
drop. 

Hot, humid conditions are perfect for 
creating fungal and bacterial problems. 
Soft new growths can fill with water and 
rot off, damaged leaves develop black 
areas and roots can rot in soggy mix. 
Plenty of air movement between plants 
will allow them to dry between wet spells 
and the best way is to avoid overcrowding 
—but who wants to have spare bench space 
when there is room for another native 
orchid? If things get bad use a fungicide. 


Just be sure to get the correct one as many 
are specific as to what they will control. 

Repotting should be completed by now 
as root growth will slow and the plants 
may not establish themselves in the pot 
before winter. However, that doesn’t mean 
you ignore any urgent cases. A bit of work 
now could save the plant. Look for any 
plants that have not grown well over sum- 
mer. There should be nice, lush new 
growths reaching maturity. Some plants 
might go for a second lot of growths. 

Continue with the fertiliser while the 
plants are still actively growing. A change 
to a bloom boosting formula is a good idea 
as it will get the plants ready for spring 
flowering. Always keep the fertiliser 
dilute. More won,t make the plants grow 
faster; it will just burn the roots and cause 
souring of the potting media by creating a 
salt build up that needs a lot of water to 
flush out. 

When the heat drops it is a good time to 
deflask seedlings. There will be enough 
warmth to get them established before 
winter. Be sure to keep up the water and 
very dilute fertiliser. You can choose to 
plant them in community pots or in single 
seedling pots. This will depend somewhat 
on the size of the seedlings and the space 
and protection you can offer them. 
Seedlings are usually covered in a terrar- 
ium like environment to reduce the 
chances of dehydration after the shock of 
removal from the flask. They will them 
produce new growths which need to be 
hardened to their outdoor growing condi- 
tions by gradual removal of the protection. 
Sarcanthinae simply harden off the exist- 
ing growths and produce new leaves and 
roots while dendrobiums produce new 
pseudobulbs and roots. Community pots 
save room and the seedlings seem to like 
to continue to grow in each others com- 
pany. They have to be watched as strong 
growing plants can dominate the pot and 
kill off the weaker ones. Maybe this is 
what you want to select just the strongest 


plants. Individual pots are time consuming 
to set up and need more care to get the 
plants growing. An advantage is that they 
don,t have their rots disturbed again when 
they outgrow the pot. 

Many of the terrestrial orchids begin 
their growth at this time of year with the 
tiny leaves popping out of the potting mix. 
Any repotting should have been completed 
by now. 

The natives in bloom or coming into 
bud now include a large number of species 
and hybrids with very varied blooms. The 
well-known Dendrobium bigibbum and 
its hybrids, D. schneiderae, Bulbophyllum 
exiguum, B. schillerianum, B. weinthalii 
Dockrillia bowmanni and Liparis species 
are just a few of the huge variety of natives 
that normally bloom at this time. | 


Cattleyas 


You will have to water at least every 
three or four days. Fertilise alternatively 
with MERRI FERT and MAJOR CARP®, 
Watch for sun burn. Give plants plenty of 
ventilation to help control fungal diseases. 
Spray with MANCOZEB every three or 
four weeks. Look for scale insects. If 
present, spray with ECO-OIL®. If grass- 
hoppers are a problem spray with 
CARBARYL. 

If you are growing your catts. in a glass 
house watch your shading. 


Cymbidiums 

This summer has bought many 
Cymbidium growers a heap of problems. 
Many growers on the eastern states had 
abnormal temperature during December 
and above forty degree temperatures on 
New Years Day. Those growers who had 
sprayed ENVY® on their plants did not 
receive as much burn on their plants com- 
pared to those who did not. I had sprayed 
ENVY® the weekend before Xmas and 
had very little burn. Well what now? Do 
not cut the dead leaves off yet. Wait until 


Internet - 


AOR203 
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Valley Orchids 


Cymbidium Specialists 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, 
McLaren Vale, S.A. 


Postal —- PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 
Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8381 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 


www.valleyorchids.com.au 
Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 


Lots of new release plants and older favourites available now — 
flowering size to flasks - and at sensible prices. Mail order service available. 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


the leaves dry, then cut into the dead tissue 
about one centimeter into the dead leaf tis- 
sue with sterilised cutting implements. 
Make sure you sterilise after every cut. 
This is very important as you may spread 
the dreaded virus. To give your plants a 
pick up irrigate your plants with PETER 
GENERAL PURPOSE fertiliser and add 
some SUPERTHRIVE® at label rate. 
Continue this at label rate until the end of 
February. This will give the plants a pick 
up after the shock of loosing some of their 
leaves. Once into March fertilise with a 
high potassium fertiliser such as PETERS 
“CAL Mag”. 

Watch plants for bulb rot. It seems to be 
hitting a few growers in the Sydney area. 
Two or three applications of AGRIFOS a 
week apart. Use at label rate. Be careful as 
there are many formulations of these phos. 
acids around. So please read the label!! 

Two-spotted mites are on the move 
again. PYRANICA® seems to be working 
OK. It would be a good idea to rotate with 
a chemical from another group such as 
OMITE® or an oil such as ECO-OIL® or 
D.C.TRON PLUS®. Do not spray if the 
temperature is going to be high. OMITE®. 
Works best around 24-26 degrees. 

If you are troubled by black spot, spray 
with a recognised fungicide that is regis- 
tered for black spot such as MANCOZEB. 

Water in the evenings if possible. This 
will depend on your local water restric- 
tions. 


QUESTION of the MONTH 

The question of the month in the last 
issue of the A.O.R. was what was the dif- 
ference to the crosses as printed. Well basi- 
cally it is a case of wrong identities. 

Cym. Kalang x Baltic was registered by 
Wondabah Orchids back in 1967. 

John Gulbis of Cecil Park Orchids 
hybridized Cym. Joan of Arc ‘Dave 
McLean’ x Cym. Arcadian Melody in 
1973. This cross was registered by Foxfire 


LEGACY 


We need your help... 
today more than ever. 


Please send donations 
to your nearest 
Legacy Office 
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Orchids in 1993 and called MELITA 
FAIR. The most outstanding seedling from 
this cross was then crossed onto PASTEL 
DAWN. The most outstanding seedling 
from this cross was called ‘KRISTA’. This 
plant was cloned and has been cloned 
many times since. This plant has won 
many winter shows over the last decade. 

This means the real ‘KRISTA’ has not 
be christened! 

The original label states as follows: 

KALANG X BALTIC 
M 
x KRISTA 
J. of ARC X ARC MELODY 


Therefore we should change our labels 
to read : 
Cym. PASTEL DAWN 
x ‘KRISTA’ 
Cym. MELITA FAIR 


Paphiopedilum 

The weather is normally hot and, partic- 
ularly during February, quite humid. If you 
haven’t taken precautions against mealy 
bug and scale, keep an eye out. Scale usu- 
ally only becomes a problem in collections 
which have been neglected and can usu- 
ally be traced to host plants, often ferns. 
Mealy bugs, on the other hand, can appear 
almost out of the blue and you can have a 
major infestation before you notice it. 
Both these pests can be controlled with 
‘Malascale’; repeat spraying may be nec- 
essary. 

Care of paphs. during this period of the 
year consists mainly of routine watering 
and the regular application of soluble fer- 
tiliser as advised previously, still taking 
care to avoid overwatering. When the 
nights are hot it is better to water during 
the evening to induce a temperature drop 
about nightfall; this will assist promote 
flowering and, in my experience, help 
avoid deformed flowers. 

Excessively high temperatures should 
be avoided by whatever means you have 
at your disposal. In the bush house, shad- 
ing and simple misting of the plants is all 
that can practically be done; natural air 
movement usually avoids problems under 
these conditions. 

Glass houses can present problems with 
excessive heat during summer, particu- 
larly if they are small. An adequately sized 
evaporative cooler is a very useful, albeit 
costly, device for creating good summer 
growing conditions in the glasshouse. The 
cooler must be so installed that it draws 
fresh air from outside — recirculation is 
useless. Sufficient ventilation should be 
provides at the top of the house to ensure 
that the cooler operates without back pres- 
sure. A simple thermostat, set at about 28 


degrees Celsius, is sufficient control; this 
may need to be wired through a relay. 

In the absence of an evaporative cooler, 
summer temperature control is best 
achieved by a combination of ventilation, 
shading and misting. Whilst shadecloth 
over, and some distance away from, the 
glass helps with cooling — and can conve- 
niently be removed during the cooler 
months — a thin coat of white paint in addi- 
tion is almost always necessary. A vinyl 
water base paint, thinned with three or four 
times its volume of water, is very suitable. 
Don’t use an acrylic paint, it is almost 
impossible to remove. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Over the last few weeks phalies have 
certainly moved. It is amazing how many 
growers of other genera are now trying 
their hand at growing this wonderful gen- 
era. The requirements are simple. This 
time of the year they need plenty of air 
movement and a nice buoyant level of 
humidity. It must feel nice!! If you have 
the right requirements you will only have 
to water every four or five days. Watch the 
light. Not too much or the leaves may 
burn. 

Fertilise weekly with MERRI FERT at 
1.5 grams per litre during the summer 
period. 

Watch for mealy bugs. If they are a 
problem you can spray with LEBAYCID® 
or ECO-OIL®, NOT ON A HOT DAY!!!! 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. 
Water thoroughly every day. In very hot 
dry conditions water in early mornings and 
mist again late afternoon. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas 
and other vandaceous genera with wide 
leaves require 50% to 70% shade although 
semi-terete and other narrow leaf types 


will be okay with 30%. 
Fertiliser:— Do not fertilise dry plants. 
Always water beforehand.  Fertilise 


weekly alternating over a 4 weekly cycle 
as follows— 
Wk.1.— Inorganic low Nitrogen 
— Campbells A., Flowfeed HP8. 
—or Aqua K. 
Wk.2.— Wuxall Folair. 
Wk.3.— Inorganic low Nitrogen — as for 
wk.1. 
Wk.4. — Organic — Fish emulsion or 
Nitrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every 6 
weeks (e.g. Daconil, Wettable Sulphur or 
Ridomil MZ WP). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum 
to control insects. Oo 
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Phyi 


ap apeae nti brasiliense (superb specimen plant grown by a very hap 


py Cary Polis, photo: D.P. Banks taken at the December 2005 Orchid SPECIES 


atochilum, a new monotypic 


senus from Brazil 


(Orchidaceae: Oncidiinae) 


Key words: Orchidaceae, Brazil, 
Miltonia, Oncidium, Phymatochilum 

(This paper was first published in 
Richardiana (May 2005) Vol (5):4. This is the 
first time it has been published in English) 


Abstract 

The Brazilian endemic Oncidium phy- 
matochilum Lindl., recently transferred to 
Miltonia Lindl., is lectotypified and 
described as a new monotypic genus 
Phymatochilum E. A. Christ. 

Oncidium phymatochilum Lindl. is a 
well-known, frequently illustrated, and 
widely cultivated Brazilian species. Recent 
molecular study by Norris Williams, Mark 
Chase and W. Mark Whitten (2001) showed 
that this species is out of place in Oncidium 
Sw. and they transferred O. phymatochilum 
to Miltonia Lindl. While this is acceptable 
in a purely phylogenetic classification, it is 
an unsatisfactory resolution of the problem 
given morphologically defined taxa. The 
genus Miltonia forms a quite coherent 
group of morphologically similar species. 
The addition of O. phymatochilum is need- 
lessly destabilizing as this species lacks the 
gross morphological characters found in all 


by Eric A. Christenson 


other species of Miltonia. 

Plants of Miltonia bear pseudobulbs on 
shortly trailing rhizomes. The pseudobulbs 
are green (often pallid), become ridged/sul- 
cate with age, and are subtended by green 
foliaceous bracts. The plants produce 
racemes which are usually subequal to or to 
about twice the height of the plant. The cal- 
lus in Miltonia consists of low parallel to 
subradiating keels. 

In contrast, Oncidium phymatochilum 
produces caespitose plants. The pseudob- 
ulbs are dark reddish-brown, become corru- 
gated with age, and are subtended by 
papery, non-foliaceous bracts. The plants 
produce long-pedunculate, once-branched 
panicles that are typically several times 
taller than the height of the plant. Finally, O. 
phymatochilum has a complex fleshy callus 
similar to the majority of species of 
Oncidium and completely unlike the keels 
found in Miltonia. 

To resolve this conflict, I proposed a 
new, monotypic genus for this distinctive 
Brazilian species. 


Phymatochilum E. A. Christenson. 
TYPE: Oncidium phymatochilum Lindl. 
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Phymatochilum _ brasiliense 
Christenson. 

Basionym: Oncidium phymatochilum 
Lindl., Gard. Chron. 1848:139. 1848; 
Lindl. in Paxt., Fl. Gard. 1:78. 1850. LEC- 
TOTYPE (designated here): Without local- 
ity data, 1847, Hort. Loddiges s.n.(K!) 

Synonym: Miltonia —phymatochila 
(Lindl.) N. H. Wms. & Chase, Lindleyana 
16(4):284. 2001. 

When Lindley initially described and illus- 
trated this species he stated that “this plant is 
common in collections” and that he “first 
received it from the collection of the late Mr. 
Clowes.” There is no Clowes material of this 
species conserved at Kew to my knowledge. 

When Lindley next discussed the species 
in Paxton’s Flower Garden he stated that it 
had been “three years since we received it 
from Messrs. Loddiges and the late Mr. 
Clowes.” The Loddiges specimen dated 
1847 is extant in the Lindley Herbarium and 
is here designated as lectotype. 

A full description of Phymatochilum 
brasiliense is given here: 

Caespitose epiphytes. Pseudobulbs ellip- 
soid-ovoid, strongly compressed with sharp 
edges, red-brown suffused, to 10 x 5.5 cm, 
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Phymatochilum _ brasiliense 
Parsons) 

becoming corrugated with age, subtended 
by papery bracts. Leaves one, oblong-ellip- 
tic, obtuse, leathery, velvety in texture, to 35 
x 7 cm. Inflorescences long-pedunculate 
massive once-branched panicles to 1.5 m 
long, the floral bracts minute. Flowers 
numerous, spidery with twisted and undu- 
late segments, white to pale yellow, the 
sepals and petals with sparse pale brown to 
maroon transverse bars, the callus white 
with purple markings, the lip midlobe with 
a longitudinal row of small brown spots. 
Sepals and petals subsimilar, subequal, lin- 


(photo: Ron 


Left: Phymatochilum brasiliense (grower Cary Polis, photo: D.P. Banks) 


ear-lanceolate, long-acuminate, with undu- 
late margins, often reflexed with hook-like 
apices, the dorsal sepal to 2.6 x 0.3 cm, the 
lateral sepals to 2.9 x 0.3 cm, the petals to 
2.2 x 0.4 cm. Lip three-lobed, to 1.5 x 1 cm, 
the lateral lobes obovate, obtuse, with revo- 
lute margins, the midlobe long-clawed with 
an ovate blade, acuminate, with undulate 
margins, the callus three superposed trans- 
verse rows of teeth. Column club-shaped, to 
0.5 cm long, the wings transverse. 
Endemic to Brazil at 2300-2600 ft. (700- 
800 m). Flowers April to May in nature. 
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Schaefers Orchids and Bill Temple’s success in exhibiting in major 
shows, our combined experience over many years advising both 
beginners and showbench growers, plus access to 2 hectares of 
orchids, enables us to offer 2 super packages of showbench and 
spectacular Cymbidium clones specially selected by us easy growing 
and flowering. If you wish, in your package you can specify for stan- 
dard cyms only, or intermediates plus minis only. All our plants are 
exceptionally well grown and very strong. 


PACKAGE A - 12 well grown clones in 3in pots ready for potting into 
5in or 6in pots. Normally $180 Special Package A price $129 plus $12 
postage (WA $22). An excellent saving of $51. Money order with 
order please. Sorry no cards. 


PACKAGE B — 10 beautifully grown strong selected clones ex 5in pots. 
Normally $250. Special Package B price of $179 plus $20 postage 
(WA $32). A super saving of $71. Payment method as above. 


Additional Offer. Personal shoppers to our nursery receive an addi- 
tional free bonus seedling or clone in 3in pot (our selection). 


New outstanding clones and seedlings are being constantly added to our 
expanded sales/display area. Many clones sold last year were coming into 
flower and were of award potential on their first flowering in 6 inch pots. 
List available from nursery or send SAE for free mail order list. 


Opening Times 
Fridays all year 9 — 3 Saturdays 9.00 to 2.30 April 1 to Oct 21 
Please note Nursery closed all public holidays and January. 


Cym. (Tracey Reddaway x Laura Ada) “Amanda” Champion Green 
Compact Standard 2004 National Cymbidium Show. Easy grower and 
multiple spiker with up to 20 blooms/stem. $100 for division of 2 bulbs, 
lead and spike(s) plus $16 postage (WA $28). Keep watching this space 
for new releases. 


Last year’s offer of divisions of many of our best cymbidiums in flower 
proved very popular with customers visiting the nursery. This area and 
range will be greatly expanded this year, with 100’s of flowering cyms to 
choose from each week. We also carry flowering Phalaenopsis and some 
Cattleyas. Sorry no mail orders as yet for these. 


Our cultural clinic for beginners including potting and dividing demon- 
strations proved very popular last year. This year it is expanded to include 
both Fridays and Saturdays at 11.00 am (but see opening days below). 
All very welcome with beginners especially catered for. Free detailed cul- 
tural handout given to all beginners. 


Bill’s special potting mix and super fertiliser, sturdy wire hangers, bargain 
priced pots all available from nursery. 


Address 
Nursery located in Sydney 15 minutes north of Castle Hill at 
30 Mansfield Rd, Galston NSW 2159. Tel 02 9653 1784 
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Cymbidiums Australia 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


his issue includes the entrants and 

winners in the 2005 SAGE 
Horticultural Cymbidium Seedling of 
the Year. Bob Campbell, through his 
company, has been the sponsor of this 
competition since its inception and you 
can read a little about his involvement 
in the introduction to this year’s SAGE 
winner. 

The “Sage” (as it is commonly 
known) is not unique in terms of its for- 
mat, being similar in concept to the Ira 
Butler Trophy which is also a photog- 
raphy-based competition and, while 
the members and judges of a particular 
state club may have seen the nominated 
plants from their own state in the flesh, 
it is often the case that others judging 
the SAGE have only photographs pro- 
vided from which to assess the nomi- 
nations. That fact alone dictates that the 
photographs provided are all important 
to an entrant’s success, or otherwise, as 
the judges cannot be influenced by 
awards or show wins credited to partic- 
ular plants, or be swayed by assurances 
that one plant or another looked better 
in the flesh than the pictures indicate. 
The only fair way of judging such a 
competition is on the pictorial evidence 
and, at the end of the day, while the 
winning of such a competition is an 
honour for the plant’s owner, the rea- 
son behind the SAGE is the promotion 
of seedlings and the recognition of the 
hybridisers who make the crosses 


Editors 


which create them. Each year the 
SAGE helps to confirm the healthy 
state of Cymbidium hybridising in 
Australia for, while not all entries are 
locally produced, the vast majority 
over the past ten years have been. 

Also in this issue the ACS President, 
Peter Moore, brings us his first annual 
report since taking over the helm in 
2004. Having tackled his first major 
public duties as President in front of 
around 200 people at the national show 
dinner in South Australia, Peter ably 
demonstrated that he brings more than 
his remarkable organisational and deci- 
sion-making ‘skills to the role. 

Rob Smith, in his role as ACS 
Secretary, provides us with an 
overview of some changes to the 
minumum schedule and judging hand- 
book for the national show that were 
adopted during the last ACS state 
delegate’s meeting. 

Carolin Allen provides a report of 
the latest of the major annual Victorian 
Cymbidium shows, namely COSV’s 
October display at the Centro/The Glen 
Shopping Centre at Glen Waverley. 

Concluding this issue the COSV 
committee and membership pay tribute 
to Kevin Brown, a founder-member 
and long-serving Secretary, who has 
recently been awarded the club’s inau- 
gural Life Membership in recognition 
of his outstanding achievements. 

Rob and Noe Smith 
Editors 


Noe Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 
Email: 
rob.and.noe@internode.on.net 


Rob Smith 


HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 
Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Dierdre Oliver, 

35 Albert Road, Middle Swan, WA 6056 
Phone: (08) 9274 2308 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 043 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 
Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Peter Sunderland, 
Phone: (03) 5998 2535 
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The 2005 ACS 
President’s Report 


AS you will be aware, this was my first 
year as President of the Australian 
Cymbidium Society and I am honoured to 
take on both the role, and to serve as a del- 
egate for the Cymbidium Club of Australia 
(NSW). 

It was interesting to view the operation 
of the ACS committee from a slightly dif- 
ferent perspective, and with a little more 
experience, this year. If you do not know 
already, there is a team of dedicated people 
who are working to ensure that each year 
we have the opportunity to enjoy the best 
annual Cymbidium orchid show possible, 
and who assist in the development and 
promotion of cymbidiums. I’d like to 
record my appreciation and thanks to past 
and current delegates on the ACS commit- 
tee for their efforts. 

Particular thanks are due to Helen 


Australian 


rchid 


Review 


WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
are clearly marked with 
the author’s name and 

address 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 
NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 


Email: 
davidpbanks@veritel.com.au 


Stretch who preceded me as ACS 
President. Helen made an important con- 
tribution to the ACS during her time at the 
helm, and also through her work (still 
ongoing) in administering the ACS 
Awards Register. 

The tenth National Cymbidum Show 
was staged in 2005 in Port Adelaide, South 
Australia, hosted by the Cymbidium Club 
of South Australia, who staged a gem of a 
show. The workers, headed by Alec 
Canala, Wayne Bayliss, | Andrew 
Nowakowski and Jeanne Hall, and all 
other CCSA volunteers, organised ven- 
dors, exhibitors, and state societies, to dis- 
play some of the country’s best cymbidi- 
ums. Having been part of the committee 
for the 2004 national show I know, first 
hand, what level of dedication and com- 
mitment is required. All members of the 
CCSA should feel proud of the success of 
this show, and a warm and hearty thank 
you goes to all club members who worked 
so hard to ensure the 2005 show’s success. 

A special thank you to Kevin Butler, the 
show Registrar, and to all other judges 
who did a great job of judging the show 
(rather you than me Kevin). Judging at 
such a large show is an unenviable job, and 
one that is often open to criticism, but the 
judges did excellent job given the large 
numbers of exhibits. 

I must acknowledge Fleurijn Orchids- 
Holland for their continued support as the 
major naming rights sponsor of the 
national show, and also for the Leon & 
Wim Van Rijn Special Cut Flower Class 
sponsorship. This special award will con- 
tinue to bring out the best in commercial 
type cut flower hybridising, and has 
become an accepted part of the National 


Cymbidium Show format. 

A very big thank you is extended to the 
Port Adelaide Enfield Council and Mayor, 
Fiona Barr, for their involvement, support, 
and sponsorship and, on behalf of the 
ACS, I welcome the opportunity to be 
involved with the council again in the 
future. 

In 2006, the National Cymbidium Show 
returns to Victoria, and to the Performing 
Arts Centre at the historic old Town Hall 
in Ararat. Held from the 8th to the 10th of 
September, I’m sure that we will again see 
the best cymbidiums on display with many 
new hybrids to once more take this genera 
to a higher level and prove also that 
Australian cymbidiums are world leaders. 
I hope to see as many Cymbidium lovers as 
possible at Ararat in September as we cel- 
ebrate the beauty of Cymbidium orchids. 

While the decisions taken at annual del- 
egate’s meetings may, on occasion, raise 
an eyebrow or two, I would commend to 
you the hard work and careful considera- 
tion which goes into the development of 
agenda items by state committees, and the 
commitment the state delegates bring to 
finding a way forward despite often dis- 
similar views. The aim is always to better 
serve club members and Cymbidium 
enthusiasts, to promote this wonderful 
genera, and to encourage the continual 
development of cymbidiums. 

I'd like to extend a special thank you 
also to Jan and Andy Leamon, and to Joyce 
and Peter Sunderland, who were perfect 
hosts and opened their houses for the 2005 
ACS meetings and billeted delegates. 

Each year sees the previous national 
show reviewed and _ possible improve- 
ments and changes are discussed and 
implemented. In 2006 it will be the turn of 
NSW to host the AGM and state delegates 
meeting as we prepare for the 2007 
national show in Sydney. It is my hope, 
and aim as ACS President, to further 
cement the National Cymbidium Show as 
the pre-eminent orchid show in Australia, 
to ensure that it remains a major event in 
world terms, and to continue to foster the 
close cooperation between the state 
Cymbidium clubs. | 

Peter Moore 

ACS President 

10 Stephanie Street 
Padstow, NSW 2211 
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The 2005 


ACS State Delegates 
Meeting Report 


decade on from the first formative 

meeting of the Cymbidium clubs of 
New South Wales, South Australia, and 
Victoria (joined by Western Australia soon 
after), which led to the birth of the 
Australian Cymbidium Society and the 
Cymbidiums Australia magazine pub- 
lished in the Australian Orchid Review, 
the current delegates committee met in 
November 2005 in Victoria. 

Before reviewing some of the decisions 
taken at that meeting, it’s worth indulging 
in a quick look back to those heady early 
days and the identities representing three, 
then four, significantly different clubs who 
made the whole thing possible with the 
encouragement and support of their com- 
mittees and members. : 

Credit must be given to Dean Roesler 
and Graham Guest, with the support of 
others from the Cymbidium Club of South 
Australia, who originally proposed the 
concept of the Australian Cymbidium 
Society, and Cymbidiums Australia. The 
open-minded response of the state clubs 
from NSW, Victoria then made the dream 
a reality and a founding committee was 
formed. The willingness to take a chance 
on an unproven organisation and self- 
taught editor by the people at Graphic 
World — Ron Hoolahan, Barry Badger, and 
Australian Orchid Review editor David 
Wallace — gave the ACS its voice through 
Cymbidiums Australia and, through that 
impetus, to develop the concept of a 
national cymbidium club coalition. 

The original committee of Graham 
Guest (President), David Allan (Vice 
President), Kevin Brown (Secretary), 
Kevin Black (Treasurer), Dean Roesler 
(Editor), Peter Rochfort (Assistant Editor), 
laid the groundwork that allowed the ACS 
to develop so quickly and so successfully. 
Over the past ten years a number of other 
delegates who have served the ACS — Ken 
West, Murray Weston, Peter Gibson, Allan 
Cushway, Joe Donald, Helen Stretch, Alec 
Canala, Peter Moore, and Rob Smith — 
have either been, or are currently, dele- 
gates. Our link with those early days is 
maintained through the continuous service 
of David Allen who has filled the roles of 
Vice President, President and, now, 


The beginning of the ACS and Cymbidiums Australia on the 28th A ril 1995, a histori i 
Graphic World. Present at this meeting were, left to right, Ron Hoblabanl Dean Rossercees 


Guest, Allan Alvis, David Allen, Kevin Black, Peter Rochfort, David W. 
Dunnlandisarny Badees i allace, Mal Ferguson, Alec 


Treasurer. Always a willing worker, 
David’s contribution should not go unno- 
ticed — his role in developing the ACS 
judging handbook, fine tuning the national 
show schedule, and other achievements, 
has been invaluable. 

The original goals and dreams proposed 
by the original proponents of the ACS con- 
cept were bold and idealistic, values which 
continue to influence the direction and 
motives of the current committee of dele- 
gates. The concept is a simple one — as a 
specialist single genera organisation a 
more broad-ranging, pro-active approach 
to the recognition and promotion of cym- 
bidiums should be possible with only one 
genera to devote our efforts toward. If a 
specialist single genera organisation and 
its member clubs can’t respond to the 
changes, developments and challenges 
within that genera and can’t represent the 
varied interests and aspirations of its mem- 
bers, then who can? 

Which brings us to the major decisions 
taken at the 2005 delegates meeting. 
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AQ Awards: 


A small, but important, change has been 
made to the criteria for Award of Quality 
(AQ) awards. Previously, for a crossing to 
receive an AQ it was necessary for five 
plants from a single seed pod to be deemed 
superior and for at least one of those five 
being of HCC, AM, or FFC quality. While 
these criteria, or similar criteria, are com- 
mon to many judging systems, it was 
recognised that there are hybrid types 
which may never qualify in the crucial 
area of having one clone capable of obtain- 
ing an HCC, or higher, award. Novelty 
types, pelorics, cut flower types and pot 
plant types all spring to mind. It was, 
therefore, decided that, in the case of such 
hybrids, a Certificate of Excellence award 
to at least one plant from the group of five 
should be appropriate under the headings 
of Superior Floral Display or Distinctive 
Feature, thereby allowing a group of one 
grex, otherwise superior for its type, to 
qualify for an AQ without the requirement 
for advanced flower form, where such 
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form would be an unreasonable expecta- 
tion for the hybrid. 


Champion Classes: 

With regard to the National Cymbidium 
Show minimum schedule, the decision has 
been made to remove the provision for a 
Grand Champion of Show. Champions of 
all size classes, seedlings, specimens, nov- 
elties, etcetera, shall be the pre-eminent 
levels of recognition, and a_ greatly 
expanded range of champion classes for 
cut stems will be introduced. This decision 
means that tags of certification accompa- 
nying cut stems will no longer be required 
as cut stems will no longer compete 
against flowering plants in the schedule. 


New Champion Class: 

A new champion class has been added 
to the national show schedule, both in 
memory of Dean Roesler, and also to 
recognise a type of Cymbidium previously 
not adequately catered for under normal 
show judging criteria or the existing show 


schedule. The Dean Roesler Memorial 
Trophy is to be awarded to the Cymbidium 
deemed to be the Most Eye-catching, as 
judged by all judges officiating at a 
national cymbidium show. Dean had a 
great enthusiasm for what he termed “eye- 
catching orchids” and there seemed no 
better category through which to honour 
his memory and contribution. Criteria for 
selection of the most eye-catching 
Cymbidium should be eye appeal, whether 
due to the particular features or colour of a 
Cymbidium, or overall visual effect and 
floral display. Factors such as culture, pre- 
sentation, spike habit, etcetera, should 
play a part, but show shape as such should 
not be a pre-requisite although neither 
should it be penalised. “Good” cymbidi- 
ums which draw the eye and attract atten- 
tion find homes in all our collections and 
hearts and recognition of such types is, 
perhaps, overdue. 


Species and Vintage Types: 
The special classes in the minimum 


show schedule relating to species and vin- 
tage type cymbidiums have changed 
slightly to provide better recognition of 
these types. Recognition of the importance 
of these types in the development of mod- 
ern-day hybrids is important, as is promo- 
tion of their culture and the maintenance of 
good stocks, along with the preservation of 
the species. Both species and vintage types 
are popular subjects for culture among 
many club members, and public reaction 
to these types at shows is always positive 
(to many among the general public these 
types are what they consider “real” 
orchids). 


Commercial Cut Flower and 
Commercial Pot Plant Types: 

The two special classes provided for 
these Cymbidium types were removed 
from the minimum show schedule. Neither 
class has been accorded champion status 
in the minimum show schedule and have 
only appeared as special classes and, in 
truth, probably haven’t been done justice 


Cym. parishii ‘Sanderae’, a popular species and a major genetic contributor to many modern hybrids, and still in use as a breeding parent in its own 
right. 
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over the years. The specific requirements 
of these two commercial classes, in terms 
of what constitutes “good” commercial cut 
flower or pot plant types, probably 
requires more specialist knowledge than 
traditional judges’ training provides. 

In the case of commercial cut flower 


types, it was felt that the generous spon- I 

sorship provided by Leon and Wim Van Il | 

Rijn through their special class (additional | 

to the schedule) essentially covers this || 
Hi 


important area. Leon and Wim have been 
willing to persevere with their support for 
this class through its developmental years 
to the point where, at the 2005 National 
Cymbidium Show, over 30 nominations 
were received for this class. While they 
obviously have a commercial interest in 
this type of Cymbidium, their support of 
this class is in no way contingent upon any 
commercial consideration or agreement 
being undertaken by any winners in their 
class. It is hoped that through their support 
of this particular type of Cymbidium that — Peter Sunderland with Leon Van Rijn speaking at the National Cymbidium Show dinner in Sydney 
awareness of the type will develop and 2004 on receiving his trophy for the Leon & Wim Van Rijn Special Cut Flower Class. 


ee 


Cym. (erythrostylum ‘Magnificum’ x self) 4n. This species was an important contributor to the white large flower breeding lines and added segment width 
to hybrids. The beauty of its flowers has kept this extremely rare orchid alive, at least in cultivation. 
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members of the ACS team, Noe Smith 


growers will possibly recognise commer- 
cial potential among the seedlings they 
flower. This can only be beneficial to the 
development of the genera as a whole. 
Commercial pot plant types are one area 
where a new approach is probably required 
to better promote and recognise this 
important area of Cymbidium develop- 
ment. The features of vigorous growth, 
early flowering from relatively compact 
plants, floriferousness, spike habit, and 
flower presentation which requires little or 
taking or manipulation are desirable traits 
which should be available in all 
Cymbidium types. Not only should pot 
plant type cymbidiums be promoted for 
their commercial value, but the incorpora- 
tion of their positive qualities into other 
cymbidium lines could lead to better and 
more rewarding plants. One option would 
be to develop a special class for pot plant 


types, possibly drawing on some of the 
aspects of the Leon & Wim Van Rijn 
Special Cut Flower class, with significant 
sponsorship and judging by persons with 
specific first-hand and practical knowl- 
edge of the type. Feedback from the mem- 
ber state clubs and concerned commercial 
pot plant producers would be desirable in 
developing a suitable format to best pro- 
mote this category. 

No report on the ACS delegates meeting 
could overlook the contribution made by 
the member state clubs, their committees, 
and delegates. The expertise, knowledge, 
and hard work of the state delegates Peter 
Moore (President), Murray Weston (Vice 
President), David Allen (Treaurer), Alec 
Canala, Kevin Butler and Peter Gibson 
(Committee Members), all ensure that the 
ACS remains in good hands. Special 
thanks should also go to the ex-officio 


(Cymbidiums Australia’s joint editor), and 
Helen Stretch (ACS Awards Registrar), for 
the excellent job they have done over the 
number of years. | 
Oh behalf of the ACS Delegates 
Committee, 


Rob Smith 

ACS Secretary 

24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


[Special note: Rob’s innate modesty 
means he would never mention his own 
name when it comes time to recognise 
effort and dedication in the service of the 
ACS, but from direct knowledge of how 
much of himself he contributes to the good 
of all as Secretary, Editor, Delegate and 
all-round good guy, I shall . . . very well 
done Rob! Noe.] 


Cym. Red Skelton ‘N&R’. A fine pot plant result from a modern red hybrid — fair flower form, good colour, floriferousness, and reasonably compact, vig- 
orous plant growth are valuable pot plant type attributes that can also be valuable when combined with show type cymbidiums. 
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Groundbreaking Achievement 
Kevin Brown LM/COSV 


t the December general meeting of the 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria a unanimous vote in favour by the 
members present saw recently retired club 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, presented with 
the club’s first life membership. 

Kevin had held the position of COSV 
Secretary since the club’s inception some 
14 years ago, a considerable feat it its own 
tight, but Kevin did so much more than 
just hold the position. During his time as 
COSV Secretary the club grew from a 
nucleus which made up the steering com- 
mittee to subsequently form into a vibrant 
and progressive club of approximately 200 
memberships. Throughout it all, Kevin 
was at all times the epitomy of a good sec- 
retary — compentent, thorough, well- 
organised, a good negotiator on the club’s 
behalf, and deeply committed to his role 
and the club’s development. While not 
adverse to telling the odd joke or amusing 
anecdote, he was also capable of being a 
steadying hand during times when his 
boisterous and high-spirited committee 
needed guidance during meetings. 


Kevin was also the first Secretary of the 
national Cymbidium body, the Australian 
Cymbidium Society (while COSV 
Secretary) and a major contributor to that 
organisation’s development and an inte- 
gral part of the team which planned and 
staged the first National Cymbidium 
Show, as well as the ongoing annual 
Cymbidium Orchid Festival at Ararat and 
several other national shows during those 
years. While Kevin has worked with a 
committed and energetic team over that 
time, it is, without a doubt, his organisa- 
tional abilities, competence, and capacity 
for work on the club’s behalf that realised 
so many initiatives so successfully. Kevin 
provided the rock solid foundation that 
ensured a smoothly-run enterprise which 
allowed others the luxury of proposing and 
developing ideas which, somehow, 
became a reality. While is was probably 
rarely thought about, and never said, it was 
certainly taken for granted that Kevin 
would make it happen if it was at all pos- 
sible... and, in a committee environment, 
what greater compliment is there than total 


confidence in a person’s ability? 

Kevin proposed many ideas of his owr 
along with developing numerous other ini. 
tiatives, he gave his heart to the club he 
helped found and, for his administrative 
abilities on our behalf, and for all of hi: 
selfless contributions, large and small 
over those 14 years, his club is profoundly 
grateful. 

We know Kevin will continue to be ar 
active and important member of COSV 
and will be ever-willing to help and pro- 
vide advice based on his many years of 
experience but, perhaps now, he will have 
the free time to devote to his plants and 
develop into his role as a newly promoted 
judge. Whatever the future holds for 
Kevin, we know he will always be a part of 
our Cymbidium family, just as we know his 
patient and lovely wife Lois will be glad to 
have a little more of him back, and a 
slightly more peaceful life as a result. 

Congratulations from all of us 
Kevin . . . and thank you. Al 

The committee and members 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 


= Alan & Miriam Merriman 

89 Levy Street, 

Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 


Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Our December 2005 catalogue is 
now out. It features an exciting 
and diverse range of Cymbidium 
seedlings in flask as well as an 
interesting selection of exhibition 
Cattleya crosses in flask. 


If you are not on our mailing list 
write, phone or email for your free 


copy now. 
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SAGE Horticultural 


Cymbidium Seedling 
of the Year 2005 


Bee taking a look at this year’s entries and winners in the 
SAGE competition, special mention must be made of the 
man and his company who make it all possible - Mr Bob 
Campbell and SAGE Horticultural — one of the most 
respected and innovative horticultural supply companies in 
the country. 

Bob was willing to take a chance on an unproven competi- 
tion concept proposed by a fledgling organisation a decade 
ago, and has supported the Cymbidium Seedling of the Year 
ever since. Due to Bob’s continued support we have been able 
to watch the SAGE develop into a major event on the 
Cymbidium calendar. At the 2005 ACS state delegate’s meet- 
ing, the delegates had the pleasure of inviting Bob and his 
charming wife Dorothy to dinner, where they had the oppor- 


Winner 


tunity to enjoy their company for a few hours and express their 
appreciation for his support and sponsorship. 

During the ten years of this competition’s existence, Bob’s 
sponsorship and support has brought almost 200 top class 
hybrids to the attention of Cymbidium enthusiasts. New 
hybrids across all size classes, and including novelties, have 
been showcased at one time or another and many of those 
hybrids have gone on to prove themselves as important addi- 
tions to show collections and breeding programs, both here 
and overseas. 

The ACS, through these pages, formally thanks Bob 
Campbell and SAGE Horticultural for his continued 
generosity over ten exciting years of a most successful 
partnership. | 


of the 2005 
SAGE Competition 


e made our version of the hybrid Cym. Kimberley 

Winter in 2001 using Cym. Kelly’s Winter ‘Patricia’ 
with Cym. Valley Zenith ‘Concorde’. Before flowering this 
year’s SAGE winner we had flowered about six to eight 
plants from the cross, but the others were only average in 
terms of quality. The 2005 winner was only a relatively small 
plant when shown, consisting of two mature bulbs and a 
developing growth, and carried one spike with 11 good- 
sized blooms. This is the sort of result we are looking for in 
a new hybrid — rapid growth from the flask and capable of 
producing a good flowering ona small plant. The colour out- 
come was pleasing, being a strong, clean green with a good 
contrast from the white, red-banded labellum. 

Both Rosemary and I would like to express our thanks to 
Bob Campbell and SAGE Horticultural for sponsoring this 
award as we consider growing good seedlings an important 
part of Cymbidium cultivation, and the SAGE Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year competition plays a major role in pro- 
moting the variety and quality available in new Cymbidium 


hybrids — and showing that variety and quality to many thou- 
sands of orchid growers through the pages of Cymbidiums 
Australia in the Australian Orchid Review magazine. 

Beginning in the mid-1980’s, and with about six plants, 
the orchid bug bit as soon as they flowered. Very quickly our 
collection grew from six to 60 and, about the same time, 
Rosemary and I saw an advertisement in a newspaper about 
a Cymbidium club being formed, so we attended the inau- 
gural meeting and have only missed three meetings since, 
due to holidaying overseas. With our yard soon filled with 
plants, we built a new house ona very big block that allowed 
room for a shade house of about 50 x 40m in size, which did 
not take long to fill. 

After building up a good business in cut flowers, we 
decided to try our luck with seed pods and, having a few of 
them set, we thought we would process them ourselves and 
purchased a laminar flow cabinet and built a small labora- 
tory in the shed. This was soon replaced by a much larger 
area in the house when our sons married and left their rooms 
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Cym. Kimberley Winter 
Owned and hybridised by Moss and Rosemary Bray 


vacant. We connected them to make one large room and 
bought a bigger laminar flow cabinet. 

The next step was to retire from my job as a Building 
Inspector with local government and we registered our nurs- 
ery as Sims Orchids. A few years later Rosemary retired 
from her job with National Pharmacies and how we both 
work on the orchids exclusively and, with a family property 
at Willunga, we have been able to expand even further by 
building another shade house three quarters of a acre in size. 

We have approximately 20,000 plants in the two shade 
houses, with about 30-40% of them being seedlings. Most of 
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my work is done in the laboratory as we do contract work for 
overseas and interstate customers, plus producing all of our 
own hybrids and clones. Rosemary looks after the ‘Willunga 
shade house, staking up pot plant and cut flower plants. 

We enjoy the work and also enjoy our involvement in the 
Cymbidium Club of South Australia as well as participating 
in orchid shows and events, and particularly like sharing 
what we’ve learnt with other orchid growers and new club 
members. | 

Moss and Rosemary Bray 
Willunga, South Australia 
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Large Flower Category 


Winner: Cym. Kimberley Winter 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 


Cym. Serhan’s Passion ‘Marion’ Cym. Flaming Vulcan 
Parentage: (Lancashire Khan x Blazing Fury) Parentage: (Khan Flame x Yowie Rose) 
Owner: George Serhan Owner: Terry Poulton 


Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids 


Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids 


en 


Western Australian Nomination 


South Australian Nomination 


Cym. Kimberley Winter [remake] Cym. [unregistered grex] 
Parentage: (Valley Zenith x Kelly’s Winter) Parentage: (Justa Kiwi Girl x Alexandra Beauty) 
Owners: Moss and Rosemary Bray Owner: Ray Maisey 


Hybridiser: Moss Bray 


Hybridiser: Schafers Orchids 
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Small Standard Category 


Winner: Cym. (Yowie Kingdom x Khan Flame) 


South Australia nomination: 


Cym. [unregistered grex] Parentage: (Valley Gratitude x Dorothea Paige) 
Owners: Alec and Chris Canala Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 


Victorian Nomination Western Australia nomination: 
Cym. [unregistered grex] Cym. [unregistered grex] 
Parentage: (Yowie Kingdom x Khan Flame) Parentage: (Fairy Floss x Frae For All) 
Owner: David Wain Hybridiser: Bryants Orchids Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi Gro Orchids 


Hybridiser: as above 
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Intermediate Category 


Winner: Cym. (Lunata x Willunga Royal) 


Victorian Nomination 
Cym. Street Tango 
Parentage: (Brook Street x Last Tango) 
Owner: David Wain 
Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids 


New South Wales Nomination 


Cym. Khanbono 
Parentage: (Cronulla x Akebono) 
Owner: George Serhan 
Hybridiser: Barrita Orchids 


Western Australian Nomination 
Cym. Darch Globetrotter 
Parentage: (Globetrotter x Barb) 
Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Hybridiser: as above 


South Australian Nomination 
Cym. [unregistered grex] 
Parentage: (Lunata x Willunga Royal) 
Owners: Malcolm and Gay Hall 

Hybridisr: Dean Mills 
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Miniature Category 


Winner: (pumilum x Ruby Eyes) 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 
Cym. Shoalhaven Cym. [unregistered grex] 
Parentage: (Hazel Tyers x Tom Thumb) Parentage: (pumilum x Ruby Eyes) 
Owner: Michael Dejure Owner: Tony Antoniou 


Hybridiser: Orchids Oasis Hybridiser: Dean Roesler 
ar: : : 


South Australian Nomination Western Australian Nomination 


Cym. Night Flight ‘Ashley’ Cym. [unregistered grex] ‘Best Lip’ 
Parentage: (Jessie Blakiston x Yowie Flame) Parentage: (Baker’s Snow x Ruby Eyes) 
Owners: Adrian Addison and Janele Jarmyn Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 


Hybridiser: Dean Roesler Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Novelty Category 


Winner: Cym. (Lancashire Rose x Red Beauty) 


New South Wales Nomination Victorian Nomination 
Cym. [unregistered grex] Cym. Kiandra ‘Feathered Fancy’ 
Parentage: (Lancashire Rose x Red Beauty) Parentage: (Pendragon x Kiata) 
Owner: Orchid Oasis Owner: Brian Noble 


Hybridiser: as above Hybridiser: Peter Chiles Orchids 


South Australian Nomination Western Australian Nomination 
Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘101 Dalmations’ Cym. Fay Deverell ‘Busy Bee’ 
Parentage: (Pink Champagne x Red Beauty) Parentage: (Solana Beach x Pebbles) 
Owners: Alec and Chris Canala Owner: Kevin Butler/Ezi-Gro Orchids 


Hybridiser: Geyserland Orchids Hybridiser: as above 
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The COSV show at 
Centro/The Glen in October 2005 


Text and photography by Carolin Allen 


he Cymbidium show staged at the 

Centro/The Glen Shopping Centre by 
COSV in October of each year is the latest 
of the major shows for this genera in 
Australia as, due to Victoria’s generally mild 
climate, there are plenty of spring season 
show flowers still in bloom, along with a 
good selection of late-flowering Cym. devo- 
nianum hybrids and Aussie natives, which 
all adds up to an interesting and visually 
attractive display. 

As is usual for the beginning of October 
in Melbourne, the weather on set up day was 
sunny, fine and warm (no, really, that’s quite 
normal) which was ideal as the plants are set 
out and judged in a large undercover loading 
area at the back of the Centro/The Glen 
complex prior to assembling the massed dis- 
play. Due to renovations and expansion this 
year we were sited on the lower level and, by 
late in the evening, two large display areas 
and a spacious sales area were set up and 
ready for the centre’s opening on Monday 
morning. 

Because of the previously mentioned ren- 
ovations, the floor space available at this 
show was somewhat less than is afforded by 
our usual site which, coincidentally, was not 


a problem as an earlier main season flower- 
ing in 2005 than is normal meant that we had 
a lower number of large flower and small 
standard types. For some of our members, 
the Cymbidium season was over quite early 
last year but, despite the lower plant num- 
bers, there was no shortage of quality cym- 
bidiums and the response from the public 
during the show week was as positive and 
appreciative as any we’ve enjoyed in the 
past. 

Champion of the Show was Cym. Jack 
Hudlow ‘Waikanae’ exhibited by Jan and 
Andy Leamon, and this beautifully grown 
and presented hybrid of (devonianum x 
High Sierra) made by Geyserland Orchids 
was also Best Intermediate and Best 
Specimen, as well as receiving an 
AM/COSV for Jan and Andy. Carrying nine 
arching and well arranged spikes of shapely 
yellow-green blooms, highlighted by solid 
burgundy-red labellums, this plant was an 
excellent example of this popular late-flow- 
ering clone. 

Also from Geyserland breeding were two 
plants of Cym. Anna Szabo ‘Geyserland’ 
that provided wins for their owners. In the 
case of Wendy and Alan Witnish, their plant 


One view of the main display at Centro/The Glen Shopping Centre. 
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of it won Champion Cymbidium by a 
Novice/Intermediate Grower. For Gerard 
Khune, his plant won Best Small Standard 
Flower and was awarded an AM/COSV for 
an outstanding flowering. 

The Best Large Flower Type was won by 
Peter and Joyce Sunderland and Jenny 
Robertson of Kimberley Orchids with their 
Cym. Kimberley Valley ‘Malibu’, a plant of 
their own breeding and which also gained an 
HCC/COSV award. 

Tony Antoniou exhibited the Best 
Miniature of the Show, with a quality flow- 
ering of the classic Cym. Sarah Jean ‘Ice 
Cascade’, and also won Best Seedling of the 
Show with Cym. (pumilum x Ruby Eyes), an 
as yet unregistered hybrid made by the late 
Dean Roesler, which also went on to win the 
Miniature category of the SAGE 
Horticultural Seedling of the Year competi- 
tion. This perky dark red mini with it’s 
floriferous habit and compact foliage has all 
of the attributes looked for in a pendulous 
miniature type. 

As if to prove that new, or show type cym- 
bidiums don’t have it all their own way, one 
of the most eye-catching cymbidiums in the 
show gained’ three Certificates of 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


PHONE: 041 239 1989 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


Nursery open weekends 
(other times by appointment only) 
* * * LOTS OF NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE * * * 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 
R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at:— Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn, S.A. 5255 


Phone: 041 239 1989 


AOR182 


— 


@g CYMBIDIUM 
gee ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
DAVID the showbench or enthusiast 


ORCHIDS Telephone or Write for Catalogue 
22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 


Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 


AOR177 


Looking down the other side of the same 
massed display. 


Excellence for Jan and Andy Leamon for 
their specimen plant of Cym. Winifred 
‘Grace’. The certificates were for 
Outstanding Culture, Superior Floral 
Display and Distinctive Feature. Although 
registered in 1961, the parents of Cym. 
Winifred are much older than that. Cym. 
Louis Sander and Cym. Charm are famous 
parents from the early years of Cymbidium 
hybridising, dating back to the period 
between the two world wars. 

Among the eye-catching plants on dis- 
play, a lot of interest was shown in the pure 
colour Cym. Fluoro ‘Faye’ which is among 
the best of modern pure colour hybrids 
available and is one which held up particu- 
larly well under shopping centre conditions. 

Overall, the Centre/The Glen show was a 
pleasing success enjoyed by the thousands 
of shoppers and orchid enthusiasts who vis- 
ited during the week of the show. Shopping 
centre shows always generate a lot of inter- 
est from the public and, generally, lead to the 
signing up of a number of new members, as 
indeed this show did. 

COSV expresses its thanks to Centro/The 


Glen for their support and 
congratulates all exhibitors for a great show. 
| 

Carolin Allen 


18 Wootten Crescent 
Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 
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Champion of Show, Cym. Jack Hudlow Below: Cym. (pumilumx Ruby Eyes). Champion 
‘Waikanae’, exhibited by Jan and Andy Leamon. Seedling, exhibited by Tony Antoniou. 


WELCOME TO 2006 
& TO OUR NEW RANGE OF 
SPECIES & HYBRID ORCHIDS 
FOR COLLECTORS 


NEW AGE SOFT CANE 
DENDROBIUM HYBRIDS 


AUSTRALIA'S FIRST 
AERANGIS HYBRID 


VALLANCE’S ORCHIDS 
MERICLONES 


NIGRO-HIRSUITE 
DENDROBIUM HYBRIDS 


EQUITANT INTERGENERICS 


HEAPS OF NEW 
DENDROBIUM SPECIES 


VIEW OUR LIST AT 
WWW.EASYORCHIDS.COM 


EASY ORCHIDS 


Phone: 02 6682 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn NSW 2472 
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SHOW ADDRESS 


Pines Shopping Centre 
KP McGrath Drive, Elanora 


The Auditorium, Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens 
Mt Coot-tha Road, Toowong 


Belmont Citi Centre 


Edgeworth Shopping Centre 
Main Road, Edgeworth 


Palms Centre 
Coffs Harbour 


Walsh’s Seeds & Garden Centre 
881 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba (op. K-Mart) 


Macksville Scout Hall 
Partridge Street, Macksville 


Grafton Shopping World, Grafton 

Ballina Fair Shopping Centre, Ballina 

Westpoint Blacktown 

Patrick Street, Blacktown 

Presbyterian Hall 

Hickey Street, Casino (same street as Fire Station) 
Tweed City Shopping Centre 

Tweed Heads South 


Wondall Heights State School Assembly Hall 
Wondall Road, Manly West, Brisbane 
Childers Cultural Centre 

Churchill Street, Childers 

Townsville Orchid Society Inc Hall : 
Joe Kirwan Park, Charles Street, Townsville 
Donald Simpson Leisure Centre 

Bloomfield Street, Cleveland 

Brisbane Botanic Gardens 

Mt Coot-tha Auditorium 


Mount Pleasant 
Greenfields Shopping Centre 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY 

New South Wales 

9-11 March Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Gold Coast OS 
Autumn Show 

25-26 March 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn _ Queensland 0S 

4-8 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Boolaroo OS 

19-22 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Newcastle OS 
Autumn Show 

20-21 April 9.00am-8.00pm Autumn Coffs harbour OS 

22 April 9.00am-2.30pm Autumn Show 

29-30 April 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Darling Downs Orchid Assoc. 

1 May 8.30am-3.00pm Annual Autumn Show 

4-5 May 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Nambucca Valley 

6 May 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Orchid Show 

10-12 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Grafton District OS 

11-14 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Ballina & District OS 

18-20 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Hawkesbury District OS 
Autumn Display 

25-26 May 8.00am-6.00pm Autumn Casino & District OS 

27 May 9.00am-4.00pm Beef Week Autumn Show 

25-26 May 8.30am-9.00pm Autumn Tweed District OS 

27 May 8.30am-3.00pm TDOS Autumn Show 

Queensland 

18 March 8.30am-4.30pm Autumn Eastern District OS 

19 March 8.30am-3.30pm 40th Anniversary Autumn Show 

24 March 8.00am-4.00pm Autumn Childers & Isis District OS 
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Northmead, NSW 

31 March —2 April 2006 — 
Sydney International Orchid 
Fair, Castle Hill, NSW 

19-21 May 2006 — Victorian 
International Orchid Fair, 
Greensborough, Victoria 
24-25 June 2006 — 

Mingara Orchid Fair, Central 
Coast, NSW 

2 July 2006 — 

Tinonee Orchids Open Day & 
Show, Tinonee, NSW. 

19-23 July 2006 — 

Australian Orchid Conference, 
Port Macquarie, NSW 


The Australian Orchid Review, February/March 2006 


28-30 July 2006 — Central 
Coast Orchid Spectacular, 
Gosford Showground, NSW 


18-20 August 2006 — St Ives 
Orchid Fair, St lves, NSW 


22-24 September 2006 — 
Hunter Wetlands Orchid 
Festival, Shortland, NSW 


8 October 2006 — 
Hills District Orchids Open Day, 
Northmead, NSW 


13-15 October 2006 — 
Southern Orchid Spectacular, 
Cronulla, NSW 


3 December 2006 — 
Easy Orchids Open Day, 
Northmead, NSW 
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